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PREFACE. 


The beautiful music of the Lord as recorded 
in the verses of the Bhagawad Gita is the right 
of every soul to hear and sing. The high-souled 
persons have sung it and we have got so many 
commentaries and interpretations on its sacred 
teachings. I as a very humble man have tried 
to listen the sacred song and sing it in my own 
way, not as a philosopher, nor as a poet, nor 
even as a scholar of Sanskrit literature but as 
an ordinary man gasping for the breath of life 
and swayed by pains and pleasures born of a 
weak nature, but earnestly seeking and that also, 
off and on, at the few sublime moments of 
inspiration, the light of Truth and Knowledge 
supreme. 

The key-note of the Gita and as a matter of 
fact of all successful life is to perform ones duty 
as duty, as a devotee offering his actions to the 
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Lord without attachmont to their fruits — the 
Lord, who is above all and is working out his 
own Creation. Let this be my humble offering 
to Him who out of His Grace may accept it 
and if a soul, beset in the difi&culties of life, 
catches a ray of light, courage and a right 
direction from these pages at moments, when 
despondency, disappointment, and darkness stare 
him all round in the face, the labour done is 
amply repaid. 

An attempt is made to arrange great thoughts 
of different prophets, poets, philosophers and 
writers corresponding and parallel to the intent 
of the sacred verses of the Celestial Song, firstly 
to create interest in its study and secondly to 
foster a sense of brotherhood among followers of 
different creeds and make them feel that Truth 
is fundamentally one and is found in the sayings 
of all high souled and inspired beings. Could 
this humble effort eventually contribute to the 
creation of a better understanding between 



3 


nations and religions ? God is great and if He 
so designs, there is nothing impossible. 

The verses of the sacred Bhagawad Gita 
are ail divine and inspiring; only 150 verses are 
selected in this book for the sake of conve- 
nience. 

I thank ail my friends who have encouraged 
and helped me in my work and express regret 
if anything is included for which consent has 
not been obtained. 


Delhi, 1st July, 1934, 


Baij Nath Khanna. 
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PEEFAOE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

I am glad at the wonderful measure of 
success that this humble work of mine has 
so nicely met with. I have been recepient of 
encouragements and appreciations in various 
ways which have made me feel that the reading 
of the ‘Lights of Bhagwad Gita’, has given 
pleasure and satisfaction to its readers. 

The 2nd edition of the ‘ Lights of Bhagwad 
Gita’, is being brought out with the earnest prayer 
that the coming generations, that have yet to 
blossom, may take up the idea and live 
accordingly before it is too late and an ago 
of disappointment overtakes them. 

I wish respectfully to thank all those who 
have sent me valuable suggestions and have 
expressed their appreciation, particularly His 
Highness Maharaja Bahadur of Sirmoor State, 
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Nahan, whose love and patronage, are my 
invaluable gains. 

I have also to thank Sriyut Seth Ghanshiam 
Dass ]i Birla and Prof. Kishen Chand M. A. 
for their good wishes and suggestions. 

mil Feh. 1986. BAIJ NATH KHANNA. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The great epic poem, the Mahabbarata 
occupies a unique place in the world’s literatui-e. 
The Bhagawad Gita appears in the great epic as 
a discourse of Sri Krishna unto Arjuna. The 
latter in his war chariot, driven by Sri Krishna 
is brought to stand in the midst of the armies 
ready to fight. On seeing the vast host of 
warriors including his preceptors, elders, 
brothers, relatives and kinsmen, for whom he 
has very great regard and who are eager for 
battle, his resolve to fight against them is 
shaken; and he asks Sri Krishna to instruct 
him as to the proper course of action under the 
circumstances. 



etc of 

§l^a0H6jHb §xh 

^^tfu ?^T : 

^=E|^r : wf^fsr^ ff| ?ifTt 

f>i5?r#st 5TTf?i «f c5iT a’jsiqL II 

( ^’=?TT?T ^ ) [ ^ ] 

Arjana mid. 

1 am lofit in the faintnesn of my heart 
feeling helpless aiid my mind is confused 
'with doubts as to what my right conduct is 
I beseech Thee to guide me aright and tell 
me what is good, 1 am Thy disciple.^ 
instruct me^ I reverence Thee most. Ch. IL7 

Arjuna, is a better type of man. He is a 
seeker after Truth He is confused and needs 
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the Light from the Lord Himself to guide him 
straight. It is confusing and difficult several 
times to differentiate between the Eight and the 
Wrong. The Lord alone can then show the 
Light and save us from Darkness and Ignorance. 
Such happens to be the case when a person is 
brought face to face with a stupendous action 
the performance of which is pregnant with grave 
consequences, that he loses hold over his resolve 
and seeks help around himself for the sake of the 
light, as to what his right conduct should be. 
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wkct i 

(’37^’^q' R ) [ j 

Then Rt'ishikesh with a S7nile, spake 
these woi'ds, 0 Bharta^ to him who stood 
sorely aggrieved ??? the 7nidst of the aj'mies. 

Ch. II.IO, 

Difficulties like armies array themselves, 
whilst we stand confused and perplexed. It is 
then that the guidance of the Lord is needed. 
Sri Bhagaw^ad Gita is the Light that emanates 
from the Lord Himself. The true seekers after 
Tiuth like Arjuna, realise it. The sacred verses 
of the Eh a g wad Gita have saved naany 
aggrieved souls. They are a treasure most 
valuable and inexhaustible. 

The armies surrounding us are our worries, 
our difficulties and we have to fight against 
them in the manner of Arjuna, the warrior, is 
the teaching of Sri Krishna to mankind. 
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?fkfr 5J^:T I 

?t«ri at gufii n 

( gTv?iT!r R ) [l^ ] 

As the self in the body passes from child- 
hood to youth and from youth to old age, 
so do we pass into another body, the wise 
therefore do not grieve there at, 

Ch, 11^13. 

Death is a passage to another life. What is 
required is something to one’s credit in this life 
that one may be proud of taking it to another. 
Then death would be hailed and met gladly. 
Sears : — 

Death is a stage m humau progress, to be passed 
as we would pass from childhood to youth, or from youth 
to manhood, and with the same consciousness cf an 
everlasting nature. 

Hawthorne : 

We sometimes congratulate ourselves at the moment 
of waking from a troubled dream— it may be so the 
moment alter death. 
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Cfiaplti : 

Death is not an end, but a transition crisis. All the 
forms of decay are but masks of regeneration — the secret 
elembios of vitality. 

Rev. Dr. Hedge;— 

Birth into this life was the death of the embryo life 
that preceded, and the death of this will be birth into 
some new mode of being. 

Joaquin Miller. — 

Death is delightful. Death is dawn. The walking 
from the weary night of fevers unto truth and light. 
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3 cT^H: I 

!r ^^fSRgn^f^ ii 

He that pervades all is imperishable. 
No one can bring about the destruction of 
that indestructible one. Ch. II.- 17 . 

God IS for ever and ever. There is no limi- 
tation of time and space for him. That which 
is not born cannot die. Soul is free from 
destruction and death. It has no beginning and 
therefore no end. 

Bailey:— 

The temples perish, but the God still lives. 

Montgotnery:— 

The soul, immortal as its sire, shall never die. 
Goethe:— 

I am fully convinced that soul is indestructible, and 
that its activity will continue through eternity. It is like 
the sun, which, to our eyes, seems to set in night; but it 
hag in reality only gone to diffuse its light elsewhere. 
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Zf q;# §?cITT ?llr5T I 

iT mstTJfmT zm ?ffcr ?r ii 

( r) [ u J 

He who thinketh this as a slayer and he 
who taheth him as slairij both of them do 
not know that he slayeth not, nor^ is he 
slain, Ch, IL~19. 

Soul is permanent and indestructible. It is 
that principle, the essence of life that persists 
for ever and ever, though the form it takes 
changes every time. It is the form that is made 
to change when a being is killed. 

Sir Walter Raleigh. — 

Yet stab at these who will 
No stab of the sword can kill. 
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sr ^157% STT 

vjcgr ^TTWcrr ^ 335 : 

W5it fc^r: ^jRsr^s^j'CTiffT— 

!T ?5?r3qj%!5TR 

( R) [ R® ] 
ffe is not bom, nor doth he die; nor 
having been, doth he ever cease to be, 
unborn, unchangeable eternal and ancient 
he is not slain when a body is cut. 

Ch. IL.20. 

Charles Wesley — 

A charge to keep I have, 

A God to glorify; 

A never dvmg soul to save, 

And fit it for the sky. 

Cicero.— 

Whatever that he, which thinks, which understands, 
which wills, which acts, it is something celestial and 
divine; and, upon that account, must necessarily be 
eternal. 

W. C. Somerville:— 

What’er of earth is form’d to earth returns 
* The soul 

Of man alone, that particle divine, 

Escapes the wreck of worlds, when all things fail. 
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fiiira 

Ji^riR JidsT^Tfau 

ci»iT sdsnf- 

fSTRlf^ %?rTf^ ^^fsT ^ 

( gi'S?|I5Er R) [ ] 

As a man lays aside his wormout 
clothes, and puts on new ones, so does the 
Self cast off bodies that are ivorn out and 
dons new and f?*esh ones. Ch, II. -22. 

The bodies are just as seasonal garments 
that soul wears. 

Goethe — 

To mo the external existence of my soul is proved 
from my idea of activity. If I work incessantly until my 
death, nature will give me an other foim of existence 
when the present can no longer sustain my spirit. 
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sf kk 5T : ii 

( grwR < ) [ r \] 

Weapons cut him not, nor flames burn 
him, nor waters wet hirn^ nor isTie loithered 
by winds, Ch, IL-23, 

Soul is above the effects of the working of 
elements. It belongs to the divine region. The 
earth has no effect on it. Mighty is the soul 
indeed, 

Juvenal:— 

Death only this mysterious truth unfolds, 

The mighty soul, how small a body holds. 
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fsT^q: ^istrasr: ii 

{^vqm R ) [ ] 

He is uPvcIeavable^ incombustible, nor 
subject to be wetted, nor to he withered 
away He is for ever, all prevailing, stable, 
certain and eternal. Ch, 

The same idea is expressed so beautifully iu 
the following by that English writer, Joseph 
Addison. 

Addison:— 

The Soul, secure in her existence, smiles 
At the drawn dagger, and defies its point: 

The stars shall fade away, the sun himself 
Grow dim with age, and nature sink in years: 

But thou shalt flourish in immortal youth, 

Unhurt amidst the war of elements, 

The wrecks of matter, and the crush of worlds; 
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cr«ITfqrt J7§RTit II 

But if thou thinhest of him as one cons- 
tantly talcmg birth and constantly dying ^ 
even then^ O’ fnighty armed thou shoudst 
not mourn. Ch. II,-2Q, 

Even if births and deaths are taken to be 
matters of routine, there is no reason for mourn- 
ing at the time of death, for that stage has got 
to be passed through. 

Longfellow:— 

Ah, the souls of those that die 

Are but sunbeams lifted higher. 

David Banks Sickels;— 

Who knows we have not lived before 
In forms that felt delight and pain? 

If death is not the open door 

Through which we pass to life again. 
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sffJR ^ i 

5r c# ii 

(tgr^sriur i^) 

For the horn mud die and for the dead^ 
certain is birth; on the inevitable^ therefore 
thou shouldst not be sad. 

Ch, IL 27' 

The idea is again expressed by the following 
beautiful line. 

Geornre Macdonald: — 

The seed dies, into a new life, and so does man. 

Byroti' — 

I live, 

But live to die, and living, see nothing 
To make death hateful, save an innate clinging, 

A loathsome and yet all invincible 
Instinct of life, which I abhor, as I 
Despise myself, yet cannot overcome 
And so I live. 
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'srs^r^fjrgsTTfissi Hsr^r ii 

R ) [r=: ] 

Beings are unperceived before birth, m 
their midmost stale are they only seen. (/ 
Bharta^ and then again after death they 
become unperceivahle. U hat t oom is there 
then to lament, Ch. II -^28 

An ordinary man limited as his vision is, 
cannot see beyond his present life. This is a 
limitation. A curtain is hung on our both sides, 
before birth and after death, and we know not 
what we were and what we shall be 
Wordsworth:— 

Our birtli is but a sleep and a forgetting; 

The soul that rises with us, our life’s star, 

Hath had elsewhere its setting, 

And cometh from afar; 

Hot in entire forgetfulness. 

And not in utter nakedness, 

Bui trailing clouds of glory, do we coia3 
From God, who is our home. 
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Heaven lies about us in our infancy. 

At length the man perceives it die away, 

And fade into the light of common day. 

Beecher. — 

Living IS death ; dying is life. We are not what we 
appear to be. On this side of the grave we are exiles, on 
that citizens ; on this side orphans, on that children ; on 
this side captives, on that freemen, on this side disguised, 
unknown, on that disclosed and proclaimed as the sons 
of God, 
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3TK?i i 

fT c% :gtf=ar§«ife II 
(gTt?n?I ^ ) [^o] 

The self in every one can never be hilled 
0^ Bharata^ therefore thon shouldst not 
feel sad for any being. Cli. 

The essence of life is a permanent reality. 
It does not die. It is present in every being 
and so far as it is concerned, man never dies. 

Lonorfeilow: — 

And in the wreck of noble lives 
Something immortal still survives. 

Socrates:— 

All men’s souls are immortal, but the souls of the 
righteous are immortal and divine. 

Campbell-— 

Gold m the dust this perished heart maj* lie, but 
that which warmed it once shall never die. 
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5:s:rs|{^tS5q?^^q^5r ^ ii 

(gi«?II?TR) [\\] 

Moreover having regard for thy own 
diity^ thou shoiildst ?iot ti^emble, for there 
cannot be anything more ivelcome to a 
warrior tha.n to fight in a. righteous war, 

Ch. IL-3L 

Warrior class is a necessity to every country. 
The fighting instinct in man is a human instinct. 
It ought to be developed, but should very care- 
fully be kept distinct from the brute in man. 
And therefore it should be strictly subordinated 
to tlie practice of righteousness. 

Quran — 

If you be afraid of fighting or be negligent in 
defending yourselves, your possessions will be taken away 
and the sanctity of your home and hearth will be 
violated. 
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Bryant:-— 

Lay down the axe; fling by the spade; 

Leave in its track the toiling plough; 

The rifle and the bayonet blade 

For arms like yours were fitter now; 

And let the hands that ply the pen 

Quit the light task, and learn to wield 
The horsemen’s crooked brand, and rein 
The charger on the battle-field. 
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ria: ^ w 

( 5I5?JT?T ^ ) [W] 

But if thou wouldst not fight, thou 
would be guilty of having abandoned thy 
duty and throwing away thy glory thou 
wilt thus incur sin, Ch- 11,-33. 


If it is one’s duty to fight, one should fight 
and fight boldly. It is a glory to fight. The 
coward, the mean and the low have not the 
stamina to fight. Let the cause be righteous 
and your fighting shall display qualities of a 
superior man. 

Shakespeare:*— 

Fight, gentlemen of England, fight, bold yeomen; 
Draw, archers, draw your arrows to the head; 

Spur your proud horses hard, and ride in blood 
Amaze the welkin with your broken staves. 
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Joanna Baillie!— 

War is honorable 

In those who do their native rights maintain; 
In those whose swords as iron barriers are 
Between the lawless spoiler and the weak; 

But is, in those who draw th’offensive blade 
Bor added power or gain, sordid and despicable 
As meanest office of the worldh^ churl. 
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feqi 5ri I 

^5tfqsrq : ii 

[^\9 ] 

Slain in the battle thou wilt reach 
heaven; victorious thou wilt he honoured 
on Earth; therefore get up with a resolution 
to fight^ O' son of Kunti, Ch, 

It is a glory to die fighting on a battle-field. 
They say it is the best of deaths. 

Joseph Roufifet de Lisle'-— 

To arms, to arms; ye brave; 

Th^avenging sword ansbeatbe, 

March on; march on; all hearts resolved 
On Victory or death. 

Shakespeare: — 

Dying like men, though buried in your dunghills 
They shall be fam’d; for there the sun shall greet 
them, 

And draw their honors reeking up to heavens; 
Leaving their earthly parts to choke your clime. 
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5TI¥TT«tT?ft 5I?n5r?ft I 
ct^T 3?[TJr fs?i5sq- %*qr qiqw'^^rf^ ll 

Treating alike success and defeat^ gain 
and loss, pleasure and pain^ thou shouldst 
prepare for the battle; and thereby thou 
wilt not incur sin. Ch. 11.^38 

This is the only key to a successful life- It 
is to work that one should look to and be 
indifferent to the results, agreeable or disagree- 
able. To feel puffed up at success and despondent 
in failure, is going wrong. 

Abraham Lincoln;— 

I am not bound to wm but I am bound to be true, 
I am mot bound to succeed, but I am bound to live up 
to what light I have. Here is the advice I give you. 
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(9i5?n5r ^)[ HK ] 

There is only one and one thought of a 
resolute Nature, O Arjuna; those who are 
irresolute have their thoughts divided and 
many. Ch, IL.Al. 

The irresolute people are always wavering 
and therefore failure in life always awaits them. 
Strong willed men, men who stand like a rock 
upon their convictions, undeterred by difficulties, 
the so called misfortunes, succeed in the end, 
A good determination is a beneficent factor in 
one’s undertakings. 

Emerson:— 

He only is a well made man who has a good 
determination. 
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Sliakespeare 

Let come what will, I mean to bear it out, 

And either live with glorious victory, 

Or die with fame, renown’d for chivalry, 

He IS not worthy of the honey-comb, 

That shuns the hive because the bees have stings. 
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fir I 

HT ^^CRSrlSfeflf ^ II 

[^vS] 

Your concern is with the action only 
and not with its results^ let there he there- 
fore no desire for the fruit of action in you, 
nor should you be attached to inaction, 

Ch, IZ.-47. 

The grace of performing an action is gone, 
when it is done for a certain result. The action 
is a good and a great one, when it is done 
because it is to be done, with no attachment 
for its results, good or bad. Some weak 
minded people in India, have wrongly taken not 
doing an action equivalent to giving up the fruit 
of that action. A great harm is being done by 
the wrong impression they have formed of this 
Sublime Teaching, Performing action is the 
breath of life. Inaction is sinful. Let action be 
done out of a sense of duty and with no anxiety 
for its results. 
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Theodore Parker:— 

Let men laugh when you sacrifice desire to duty, if 
they will. You have time and eternity to rejoice in, 

Fenelon:— 

Be content with doing calmly the little which 
depends upon yourself, and let all else be to you as if it 
were not. 
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: f^?icr II 

(gi'sqT^i 

He whose mind is not upset in misfor-- 
tunes, has no longing for any pleasure and 
is free from anxiety amidst pains, free 
from fear and anger, is a sage of a steady 
mind, Gh^ /J..56. 

A great man is one whose mind is well 
balanced. Misfortunes and pleasures, have but 
the same repercussions on him. He is above 
them. For him there is no fear, no anxiety, no 
pain, no pleasure, for he is concerned with the 
performance of his duty alone. Such a man bears 
all that may befall him. 

Philemon: — 

In this thing one man is superior to another, that 
he is better able to bear adversity and prosperity. 
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Maltbie Babcock:— 

Is not this steadfastness to mark, to make, the 
character of your lives ? Is it not God’s will that we 
should press steadily on to our goal in obedience to Him, 
in channel of His choosing, whether in sunshine or 
shadow, in the cheer of spring or in the chill of winter, 
neither detained by pleasure nor deterred by pain ? 



THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 29 


q^ri stfafgHi n 

(g7T:?jr?I 5^ j [e^t; ] 

When a wise man wiihdrmes the senses 
from the objects of senses^ as a tortoise 
d^^aws in on all sides its limbs, then is the 
mind of the sane loeJl balanced, 

Ch. IL-58 


It is the conquest of the self that is the 
most difficult. The senses are not easily 
controlled. It is in the accomplishment of this 
hardest task that the real worth of man lies. 
The bravest alone sub 3 ugate the mind and keep 
under control the senses, that always run after 
worldly temptations. 

Sir T. Browne: — 

Chain up the unruly legion of thy breast. Lead 
thine own capacity captive and he Caesar within thyselL 
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^ ^ra'tci HcTC I 
fs si^T qf^f^scii II 

Having controlled all the senses one 
should sit steadfast^ with his thought -fixed 
on Me; for^ then his senses are controlled 
and the steadiness of mind obtained, 

Ch. ILM. 

The steadiness of mind is the greatest 
virtue and the most difficult to be developed in 
man. The way to it lies through the earnest 
Faith in God. That Power Supreme is to be kept 
before mind’s eye, for otherwise the mind would 
get upset by the various turmoils of the world. 
Belief in God supplies a firm foundation upon 
which the structure of life may be safely laid. 

Addison: — 

The person who has a firm trust in the Supreme 
Being is powerful in his power, wise by his wisdom, 
happy by his happiness. 
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Sir tiumplirey Davy: — 

I envy no quality of the mind or intellect in others; 
not genius, power, wit, nor fancy; but, if I could choose 
what would be most delightful, and, I believe, most 
useful to me, I should prefer a firm religious belief to 
every other blessing. 
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Jiif ii 


Because the mind which submits to the 
wandering senses carries away his wisdom^ 
just as the gale does with a ship upon the 
waters. Ch, 1I.M7. 

It is a stats of helplsssiiess when a ship is 
left to the mercy of a gale and is tossed >bout 
aimlessly to be wrecked ultimately. So is the 
life of man who is carried away by the restless 
senses, as the helplessness of his becomes so 
apparant near his final destruction. Early 
discipline of the mind is therefore necessary for 
afterwards it is like a flood in a river that is 
to be faced, when the embankments are washed 
Off and the over-flowing water gets beyond 
control and proceeds to ravage the villages. 



THE LIGHTS OP BHAGAW/SD GITA 33 
Boyle. — 

As rivers, when they overflow drown those grounds 
and ruin those husbandmen which, whilst they flowed 
calmly between their banks, they tertilized and enriched, 
so our passions, when they grow exorbitant and unruly 
destroy those virtues, to which they may be very 
serviceable whilst they keep within their bound. 

Cumberland. — 

The passions may be humoured till they become our 
master as a horse may be pampered till he gets the better 
of its rider . but early discipline prevents mutiny and 
keeps the helm in the hands of reason 

Scott — 

His soul, like bark with rudder lost. 

On passion’s changeful tide was tost; 

Nor vice nor virtue had the power 

Beyond th’ impression of the hour; 

And O’ when passions rule, how rare 
The hours that fall to virtues share. 
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?I5E?Ti I 

^jcnffT g%:ii 

That which is night to all beings^ for 
the self controlled man, it is the time of 
waiting, when others are waiting then it is 
night for the wise^ who seeth. Ch. II M9, 

The reality is not known to ordinary men, 
who live in ignorance, in darkness. That what 
they think as true, is false and what is dark to 
them is Light for the sage. The truth is known 
to a few. The people at large live in darkness, 
in the night of Illusion, 
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i?rf^nT5gw«isi%g 

^gs[5iTT: i 

cTgJ^IHT ^ Sim^gf^cT 
^ ^nT^cfmatfe ff ^th^ethI ii 

( sii-?n®r ^ ) [ ^so ] 

He attaineth peace unto whom all 
desires flow as rivers flow into the ocean, 
which filled with water remaineth 
unaffected hut not he who is drowned 
in passions for sense objects. Ch. 1I..70, 

The mind of man should be like an ocean 
into which should fall the streams of passions. 
The great minds are ocean-like. 

Sir Walter Raleigh:— 

Passions are likened best to floods and streams, 
the shallow murmur, but the deep are dumb. 

Rowe:— 

Rage IS the shortest passion of our souls; 

Like narrow brooks, that rise with sudden show’rs, 
It swells in haste, and falls again as soon. 
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c# 5K^ 3?IT^T : I 

^r^cttinsnfg g % at : ii 

(gr^^TT?! ^)[=:] 

Thoii sliouldst do thy allotted tasl% foi' 
worth is superior to idleness^ without worh 
even the maintenance of thy body is 
impossible. Gh. 111.^8. 

Work is a source of happiness. It gives 
health and produces energ^^ To be idle is to 
rot- Let us Work. If there is nothing for us 
to do, let us create it. 

Tolstoi.— 

Work is the inevitable condition of human life, the 
true source of human welfare. 

Jacobi: — 

We enjoy ourselves only in our work, our doing, 
and our best doing is oui enjoyment. 

Beecher.— 

It is not work that kills men, it is worry. Work is 
healthy, you could hardly put more upon a man than he 
can bear. Worry is rust upon the blade. It is not the 
revolution that destroys the machinery, but the friction. 
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5i5gr?!5t : n 

(W’S’iTR ^) [ U ] 

Therefore without attachment go on 
doing your duty, since by the discharge of 
plain duty unattached^ man attaineth the 
highest Bliss, Ch, 111,^19. 

One should perform his duty without 
waiting for applauses, acclamations and eulogies. 
If one wishes to be least blamed in the world, 
the only way for him is to do his duty, and 
that will bring him maximum bliss- In doing 
what we have got to do, we need no praises, 
because we are only doing our duty. 

La Brnyere.— 

The pleasure a man of honour enjoys in the 
consciousness of having performed his duty is a reward 
he pays himself for all his pains. 
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Plato:— 

Let men of all ranks, whether they are successful, 
or unsuccessful, whether they triumph or not — let them 
do their duty, and rest satisfied. 

Luther:— 

Put thou thy trust in God 
In duty’s path go on, 

Fix on His word thy steadfast eye. 

No small thy work be done. 
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f? 3T5T^T^q- : I 

%)[ Ro ] 

Jaaaha and others reached the perfec- 
tion by worlc; therefore keeping in view the 
welfare of the ivorld also^ thou shouldst act. 

Ch. in.-20. 

He whose acts contribute to the happiness 
of others, is a blessed man. His life is a 
treasure that is prized everywhere. 

Mariaune Forningham: — 

So I took the Duties pressing 

Near me, and with patience sought 
To perform the work; what blessing 
Has the mere endeavour wrought! 

Work can make the sad light-hearted, 

Work makes strong the young and old, 

Work wins treasures far more costly 
Than the idler’s gems and gold. 
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sjfr : i 

H ?Tcam% 

(5T^^T?r ^ ) [ ] 

That lohat is done by great men^ 
common people do; the standard the wise 
man setteth up by that the multitudes go, 

Ch. 111,^21, 

Lives of greatmen are a great heritage of 
mankind. They serve as beacon-lights to 
guide the wayfarer. 


Henry Giles.— 

Great names stand not alone for groat deeds, they 
stand also for great virtues, and, doing them worship, 
we elevate ourselves. 

Brooks:— 

No man has come to true greatness who has not 
felt in some degree that life belongs to his race, and 
that what God gives him, He gives him for mankind. 
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George S. Hillard. — 

A great man is a gift, in some mcasuie a revelation 
of God. A great man, living for high ends, is the 
divinest thing that can be seen on earth. The value and 
interest of history are derived chiefly from the lives and 
services of the eminent men whom it commemorates. 
Indeed, without these, there would be no such thing as 
history, and the progress of a nation would be little woith 
recording, as the march of trading caravan across a 
deseit. 
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first# ?r«ir fsffcr fl'Rg i 

^ ) [ 

As the unwise act from attachment to 
action, 0, Bharata, should the enlightened 
one act free from attachment for the benefit 
of the world. Ch, III. -25. 

The igaorant people are anxious for the 
fruits of their actions. They are the sufferers, 
the unfortunate, that burden the earth by their 
miseries. The pure and right acts are done for 
the welfare of mankind. 

Goldsmith 

The ingratitude of the world can never deprive us of 
the conscious happiness of having acted with humanity 
ourselves. 

Fenelon • 

I love my country better than my family ; but I 
love human nature better than my country. 
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^ ) [ ^o] 

Renouncing all actions to me with 
thoughts deeply fixed on the Suprem,e Self^ 
seeking no profit, satisfied^ free from hope 
and egoism^ serene, fight in battle. 

Ch. IlL^SO. 

One should perform his action with a mind 
full of profund faith in God. Let such a 
habit of mind be cultivated that one may be 
keen to do his best and leave the rest to God. 

Colton : 

We should set with as much energy as those who 
expect everything from themselves ; and we should pray 
with as much earnestness as those who expect every- 
thing from God. 

J. Beatsmont 

Faith without work is like a bird without wings ; 
though she may hop with her companions on earth, yet 
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she will never fly with them to heaven ; but when both 
are joined together, then doth the soul mount up to her 
eternal rest. 

Charles Ktngfsley 

And we shall be made truly wise if we be made 
content , content, too, not only with what we cannot 
understand, but content with what w^e do not understand, 
the habit of mmd which theologians call, and rightly, 
faith in God. 

Robert Boyle : — 

I think myself obliged, whatever my private appic- 
hensions may be of the success, to do my duty, and leave 
events to their Disposer. 
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(5IV:?TR ] 

Those who raise objections at 7 ny 
teachmgs but do not act up to them, 
senseless, devoid of all Knowledge^ hnow 
thou these foolish men are destined for 
destruction. Ch. 111,-32. 

There is a type of people who find fault with 
everything. Their frivolous objections are 
motivated not by a spirit of understanding and 
appreciation but only by a spirit of criticism. 
These people are generally very poor in their 
practical life. There is no redemption for such 
men. They are the worst of the ignorant 
people. 

Ltjcretix . — 

How wretched are the minds of men, and how 
blind their understandings. 
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Plalo 

It IS better to be unborn than untaught ; for 
Ignorance is the root of misfortune. 

Izaak Walton 

So long as thou art ignorant, be not ashamed to 
learn. Ignorance is the greatest of all infirmities , and 
when justified the chief est of all follies. 
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fu'-a# ii 

It is better that one should do his own 
duty, though inferior in merit than to do 
the duty of another^ even most satisfactori- 
ly discharged. Rather death should be 
preferred in the performance of ones own 
duty as performing the duty of another 
is full of danger, Ch. HI. -37, 

A very small heart is displayed when little 
duties are despised. Every work is honourable. 
Therefore it should be done as if performed in 
the presence of God. The dignity of labour is 
great. Those who look down upon anybody’s 
work do not understand the dignity of it. 

T, Edwards .- 

Whatever our place is allotted to us by Providence, 
that for us is the post of honor and duty. God estimates 
us, not by the position we are m, but by the way in 
which we fill it. 
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Georjgfe Eliot 

Can man or woman chose duties ? No more they 
can chose their birthplace, or their father and mother. 

Mencius : — 

The path of duty lies in what is near, and men seek 
for it in what is remote , the work of duty lies in what is 
easy, and men seek for it in what is difhcult. 
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sRTJi oi'Gi q;?! : i 

W^IITCHT tRjuq. II 

(^T'c^TR ^ ) [ ^vs ] 

It is j)(ission, it i.s wrath horn of the 
quality of Rajas ; all devour mg , all 
polluting, highly sinful, hiiow it to he 
ihe enemy in this tvorld^ 

Ch, 

It is to overcome a very strong enemy 
indeed, when we fight against anger. Anger 
deprives us of our best mood, even our brains. 
Why should we spare such an enemy that 
makes us mad. 


Charles Buxton — * 

Bad temper is its own scourage Pew things are 
bitterer than to feel bitter. A man’s venom poisons 
himself more than his victim. 
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Goethe 

The passions are like those demons with which 
Afrasahiah sailed down the Orus. Our only safety con- 
sists in keeping them asleep. If they wake, we are lost. 
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51113 ^53tr?:i!n I 

5r ii 

Wisdom of the wise, O son of Kunti^ 
is covered by this constant enemy of man 
in the form of desire^ which is like a flame, 
insatiable, Ch. III. -39, 

To desire is ingrained in the nature of man. 
One is constantly burning with it. All other 
weaknesses in man follow from it. Conquest 
of the self is the subjugation of the desire in 
man. This is the hardest task. The wise and 
the high-souled try for it and overcome it. 

Franklin 

It is easier suppress the first desire than to 
satisfy all that follow it. 

Dr. Johnson : — 

The desires of man increase with his acquisitions. 
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Brandon : — 

0 fierce desire the spring of sighs and tears, 
Believ’d with want, impoverish’d with store, 

Nurst with vain hopes, and fed with doubtful fears, 
Whose force withstood, inoreaseth more and more < 
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^trcT i 

ST¥3cqT!TH'<q^^?I cT^TcUR II 

( a ) [^] 


Whenever there is decay of virtue^ O 
Bharaia^ and there is exaltation of 
wickedness, then do I bring forth Myself, 

CKIV..7 

God displays Himself in the best manner 
to the eye of man, when too much of 
ungodliness gets the better of him. It is in 
the cottages of the poor people, who are exploited 
by the wicked, that God is realised. God 
working in the form of man is also to be 
recognised when vice prevails and virtue 
decays. 

So was it told in the following lines m 
connection with Jesns Christ. 
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W. E. Cliaiiiiitig’ — 

Gompassionate Saviour ! Wc welcome Thee to our 
world. We welcome Thee to our hearts. We bless 
Thee for the Divine goodness Thou hast brought 
from heaven ; for the souls Thou hast warmed with 
love to man, and lifted up in love to God ; for the efiorts 
of Divine philanthropy which Thou hast inspired ; and 
for that hope of a pure celestial life, through which Thy 
disciples triumph over death. 

Janies Hamilton 

Bretheren, is not this the Saviour that you need ’ 
One who can save you from the utmost depths of dep- 
ravity, in the utmost corner of the earth, on the utmost 
inch of time ? One who can save you amidst the utmost 
urgency of fierce temptations, and who in the uttermost 
extreme of exhausted nature, when heart and flesh do 
faint and fail, completes the work, and seals the salvation 
for evermore ? 
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^^^^nisTT^rk %wfn 5»t il 

(gi«lR a) [*;] 

For the protection of the good^ for the 
destruction of evil doers and for the sake 
of p'lnly setting virtue at her proper place, 
I am horn age after age, Ch, IV,. 8. 


The Lord comes down to man for establish- 
ing truth from time to time, for when there is 
too much of evil prevailing, it is beyond the 
capacity of man to uproot it without a direct 
help from God. In some form the Truth 
appears and the evil world is set aright. 

William Adams 

What do we know about the world unseen ? What 
reasonings, what curiosity, what misgivings there have 
been concerning that impenetrable mystery < Out of 
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this mystery and vagueness and vastness comes the 
human form of the Divine Redeemer. He assures us 
that there is an unmixed and endless life, and that all wc 
have to do to secure it is to trust ourselves to Him who 
came to declare it and to confer it. 

Miltoti 

God, who oft descends to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings. 

Guru Nanak 

The Sam Veda said that the Lord was white-robed : 
in that age men came in Truth, lived in Truth. 

And all went to be absorbed in Truth. The Rig 
said that the Lord prevaded every where , 

In that age His name was Rama, who, among the 
beings of light, was as the sun among the stais ; 

That sins departed by taking his name ; and so, 
Nanak men got salvation. In the Age of Yajur, the Kahn 
Krishna, who was a Yadva’ seduced Chandra wal. 

Brought the Elysian tree for his milk-maid, and 
disported himself in Brmdaban. 
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In the Kali age Atharvan is the Yeda, and the 
name of the Lord has become Allah. 

The rule is of the Turks and Pathans, and blue 
clothes have become the fashion. 

In this way all the four Vedas 3ustify themselves. 

Those who read and speculate on them get a 
knowledge of the Karma-lore. 

But Nanak, sahation is obtained, 

Only when man practises love and devotion and 
calls himself lowly. 
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jqtgqT^m : i 

fciT : ii 

a ) [lo] 

Many have come unto me^ freed from 
passion^ fear^ anger ^ with their hearts fixed 
upon Me taldng refuge in Me and purified 
in the flame of Knowledge, Ch, IV, ^10, 

Though it is hard to get at Him, but many 
have succeeded in realising Him. It is not a 
vague thought or a hallucination- It is a 
reality like any other, and it can be realised. 
Try to feel the company of the Lord always 
and the Kealisation is at hand. 

Gisru Nanak — 

Blessed be the Guru in whose company, I have 
realized the Lord, And who with his instructions 
has imparted such a 'sight quickening knowledge that 
with these very eyes I have looked into the nature of 
things. 
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Quarles.— 

0 Thou that sit’st in Heaven, and see’st 
My deeds without, my thoughts within, 
Be Thou my prince, be Thou my priest — 
Command my soul and cure my sin . 
How bitter my afflictions be. 

1 care not so I rise to Thee. 



60 THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAH GITA 


^ q'SII JIT JTSTTJJTfqr | 

iTO qT»5' ii 

( gr^iT^r » ) [ll] 

In whatsoever manner men worship Me, 
in that very vjay do I hail tliem^ for all 
men follow my path, O Partha. Ch, IVMl, 

God prevails everywhere. He is the Lord 
of all. He does nob belong to this land or that 
nor to this creed or that. No one particular 
way can, therefore, be said as leading to Him. 
The mode of worship may be any, the Truth that 
is to be realised is the same. It is the same in 
Christianity, in Islam, in Hindusim and so in 
other religions. Bliss, the peace of mind is 
of a single type only. The paths to achieve 
it differ here and there in their outward form ; 
the goal is the same. 

Let the Truth of the universal teachings of 
this verse of the Gita be learnt by all creeds 
and communities. The world would be better 
to live in if wa understand these teachings* 
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Mrs. E. D. Cheney : — 

Many in one, our fathers said ; 

Many in one, say we. 

Of diSerent creeds, of different forms, 
Love brings us unity 

Let science scan earth’s open page, 

And suns and planets trace ; 

Let Art reveal the inner thought 
In Nature’s forms of grace. 

Let Faith attune the hidden strings 
That science may not sound, 

And future, past and present bind 
In one harmonious round. 

From each, from all, may life outflow, 
From each, and all flow in. 

It needs them all to swell the chords 
Of life’s triumphant hymn. 


Pope 

Father of All in every age, 

In every clime adored. 

By saint, by savage, and by sage, 
Jehovah, Jove or Lord. 

To Thee, whose temple is all space, 
Whose altar, earth, sea, skies, 
One chorus let all beings raise, 

All nature’s incense rise. 
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cwi^: ii 

( giT:?iT?r « ) [ ] 

He whose actions are not actuated by 
desire and whose deeds are burnt in the 
fire of wisdom; him the elightened call a 
sage. Ch, IV ,-19, 

It is action that binds man. Actions have 
got to be performed and there is no way out of 
them except when they are performed without 
any desire behind them. Such deeds are 
glorious and pure. They do not bring pain or 
pleasure in their wake. Those who can do so 
are the wisest and the most enlightened 
people. 

Qeorgfe Cottrell:— 

Work, there is work to be done, 

A whole day’s work m a day; 

Prom the rising sun to the setting sun 
Work for all who may. 
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And the prayer of the working hand 

Is the prayer of the working head — 

The olamorons prayer of a hungry land — 

“Give us our daily bread.” 

Fame, there is fame to be won, 

A name that stands for a name; 

The prize when the race shall be run 
And the hours a victor may claim 
Gold, and better than Gold, 

Power, and the world’s good-will; 

And better than all of a thousand-fold, 

An honest conscience still. 

To suffer, and know no shame, 

To conquer, and leave no ban. 

To living, through praise and blame, 

Assurance of a man. 
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R?CT5[r1[%r^Tri?aRT : 1 

(gi^iTTqa) [ ^\] 

Cherhhing no hopes^ his mind, controlled 
in himself^ rejecting greed for objects, he 
doth not incur sin, perfoi^ming actions by 
the body alone. Ch, I V.^21, 

Mind need not be engrossed in the turmoils 
of the world. No desire, no hope, no greed for 
anything may be allowed to take away the 
purity of actions. Let the Self within be felt 
distinct from the body that is engaged in 
actions. The divinity in man may not be 
confused with the body, the matter without. 
Seneca — 

The sovereign good of men is a mind that subjects 
to nothing; such a man’s pleasures are modest and 
reserved, and it may be a question whether he goes to 
heaven, or heaven comes to him; for a good man is 
influenced by God Himself, and has a kind of 
with him. 
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mi ^ 5T f5T^?[5I% II 

\i) [ Vi ] 

Accepting what may befall^ free from 
grief and joy y without envy^ unmoved in 
success and failure^ though performing 
actions he is not bound. Ch. 1 V.-22. 

Success and failure are the two sides of the 
same picture. It does not make any difference 
when everything is perceived as a part of a 
whole by an enlightened one. 

Atigfhey . — 

He who bears failure with patience is as much of a 
philosopher as he who succeeds , for to put up with the 
world needs as much wisdom as to control it, 

George MacDonald . — 

I do not myself believe there is any misfortune. 
What men call such, is merely the shadowside of a good. 
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Gorge Eliot 

Think what it is to be full of love to every creature, 
to be frightened at nothing, to be sure that all things will 
turn to good, not to mind pain, because it is our Father^s 
will , to know that nothing could part us from God, who 
loves us, and who fills our souls with peace and 307, 
because we are sure that whatever He wills is holy, just 
and good. 
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q[TT^=gji: i 

«) [^] 

Even though thou art the worst of all 
sinnei's, yet hy the boat of wisdom thou 
shale cross over all thy sins. 

Ch. lV,-36. 

Wisdom is the true Knowledge of Eeality. 
When the sun of wisdom rises, all darkness of 
ignorance is dispelled. 


Milton 

What in me is daik 

Illumine, what is low, raise and support. 

Decker 

If thou kiss wisdom’s cheeks and make her thine, 
she will breathe into thy lips divinity, and thou, like 
Phoebus, shalt speak oracle. 
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Wisdom IS the only thing which can relieve us from 
the way of the passions and the fear of danger, and which 
can teach us to hear the injuries of fortune itself with 
moderation, and which shows us all the ways which lead 
to tranquility and peace. 
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[ ^^ ] 

The man with faith^ devoted to the 
knowledge of self and who has control over 
his senses, attaineth the knowledge of the 
Eternal and with that Knowledge, he 
obtaineth the Supreme Bliss. 

Ch. IV. .89. 

Faith and earnestness to seek Truth coupled 
with the control of senses, lead to the 
Knowledge of the Supreme and the everlasting 
Bliss. 

Selected : — 

Where the eye of pity weeps, 

And the sway of passion sleeps, 

Where the lamp of faith is burning, 

And the ray of hope returning, 
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Where the “ Still-small-voice ” within 
Whispers not of wrath or sm, 

Eesting with righteous deed 
Beaming o’er the drooping head 

Comforting the lowly mind 
Wisdom dwelleth seek and find. 
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sftsRlsftcr n <??:> jt ii 

(g7'S?IT?r «)[««>] 

The Ignorant^ the faithless and one who 
is full of doubts always perishes; for one 
who is doubting, there is no happiness 
in this world nor in the next. 

Ch. IV. AO. 

To have a doubting nature is a misfortune. 
Nothing is gained by him who questions every *> 
thing and does nothing practicall 3 ^ He is 
always wrapped in ignorance and leads a life of 
utter dissatisfaction. One ought to be an 
earnest seeker after Truth. If there is a doubt 
in his mind, he ought to be earnest to banish 
it and then try to lead a changed life. 

Pascal • 

To doubt is a misfortune, but to seek when ni 
doubt IS an indispensable duty. So he who doubts and 
seeks not is at once unfortunate and unfair. 
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W. Robertson 

You ask bitterly, like Pontius Pilate, ‘‘Wkat is 
truth ?” In such an hour what remains ? I reply, “ Obe- 
dience ’ ’ Leave these thoughts for the present. Act — be 
merciful and gentle — honest ; foice yourself to abound in 
little services, try to do good to otheis ; be true in the 
duty that you know 

Arabic . — 

A preacher whose deeds do not confirm with hi& 
words condemns himself 
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JTtiWlf^’s^^S w?:?! II 
(gi's?n?T« ) I 

Therefore, 0 Bharta^ cut asunder by 
the sword of Knowledge this doubt horn 
of ignorance^ which lives in the heart, and 
stand up^ fixed in Yoga. 

Ch. IV .42. 

Doubt is born of ignorance which is an 
enemy of man. It is removed by faith in God. 
The following passage communicates the same 
idea to a Christian. 

James HamtUon . — 

Fear not to confront realities. The Saviour lives ; 
and the first joy that you will give to Him is when, 
leaving ofi your false excuses, you throw youi self with 
a full heart and empty hands into His arms of mercy. 
The Saviour lives , and were you now to die looking for 
salvation only from that Friend of sinners, verily this day 
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should you bo with Him in a better than Adam’s para- 
dise The Saviour lives ; and in full sympathy with that 
wondrous lover of men’s souls, the Holy Spirit is even 
now ready, if besought, to begin His sanctifying process 
in your mind. The Saviour lives ; and even now he 
stretches out towards you an arm which, if you only grasp 
in thankful love, your faith shall strengthen while you 
cling, and it will be from no weakness in that aim if you 
are not ere long exalted to a point of holy attain- 
ment, which at this moment you view with despair, and 
by and by to that region of unveiled realities where you 
will ask m wonder at yourself, “Wherefore did I doubt^”. 
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^ ^ ifg i? I 

fg TlgT^flT II 

( '^ ) [ ^ ] 

He who neither hates nor loves^ is 
always an ascetic; indeed he who is free 
from the pairs of opposites, O mighty 
armed, is released from bondage ivith 
ease, Ch, y.-5. 

The ignorance that we fall a prey to, is 
due to the effect produced on our mind by 
pain and by pleasure, to which we submit. If 
once we succeed in freeing ourselves from the 
pairs of opposites, we are no longer slaves of 
ourselves. We are then pure spirits free from 
any bondage. We shall then neither hate 
anyone nor love. Pain and pleasure are 
shadow and sunshine. Both go together. One 
follows the other. And both are good , both 
are bad. 
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Gray *— 

He, who would free frora malice pass his days. 

Must live obscure, and never merit praise. 

Colton:— 

Pain may be said to follow pleasure as its shadow. 

Locke — 

God has scattered several degrees of pleasure and 
pain in all the things that environ and affect us, and 
blended them together in almost all our thoughts. 

Selected : — 

Is it raining, little flower ! 

Be glad of ram 

Too much sun would wither thee, 

’Twill shine again. 

Thy sky is very dark ’tis true ; 

But just beyond it shines the blue. 

Art thou weary, tender heart ? 

Be glad of pain 

In sorrow sweetest thing will grow, 

As flowers in rain. 

God watches, and thou wilt have sun. 

When clouds their perfect work have done. 
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?r: i 

51 !e qfT^JT q^qsrfn^Twi^ii ii 

(gr^isiTq' ^ ) [lo] 

JJe who performeth actions without 
attachment, offering his actio7is to the 
Eternal is not affected by sm, as a 
lotus-leaf is not wetted bn water. 

Oh. V -10 

It is a mighty energy that is lent to an 
action that is offered to God. If we could 
offer our actions to Him, we detach ourselves 
from their results. Such actions performed 
shall have mighty results and yet will not bind 
the actor They are never wrong and sinful 
when they are performed as offerings to the 
Almighty. They have no personal considera- 
tions behind. They are done out of a sense of 
duty, however bitter it may be. The simile 
of the lotus leaf is a beautiful one. The 
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beautiful lotus flower seems to stand up and 
aloof and has its roots in the dirty water of a 
stagnant pool. So should our actions look 
pure like white lotus flowers, circumstanced 
though we may be to live in a filthy society of 
sinful life around us. 

Tennyson — 

Cursed be the social lies that warp ns from the 
living tiuth. 

Dr. J. Marlineau : — 

The sooner we learn to lean on Him, and find com- 
fort m the society of God, the better aie we prepared for 
eveiy solemn passage of our existence. It is well, eie we 
depart, to confide oui selves scmetinics to the Invisible. 

Friedrich Von Lo^au — 

llan-like is it to fall into sm, 

Fiiend-like is it to dwell therein, 

Ghrist-like is it for sm to grieve, 

Cod-like is it all sm to leave 



THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 79 


( ^ ) [ ] 


The man harmoni^^ed^ not attached to 
the f nut of action, ohiaineih the natural 
Peace; one who has a disturbed mind and 
is attached to the fruit of action, 
cherishing desires^ gets hound. 


Ch, \\A2 


Freedom from actions is followed by real 
peace and happiness. It is the calmness of 
mind that one feels when there is no anxiety, 
no desire attached to the results of actions. 
Such a state of mmd is worth seeking. It is 
a great thing. The moment when a desire 
for the fruit of an action creeps m, distarbance 
at once follows- 
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Petrarch 

Five great enemies of peace inhabit with us— avarice, 
ambition, envy, anger, and pride ; if these were to be 
banished, we should infallibly enjoy perpetual peace. 

Bishop Patrick — 

Peace is a proper result of the Christian temper. It 
IS the great kindness which our religion doth us, that it 
brings us to a sattledness of mmd, and a consistency 
within ourselves 
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n5s^fc!j3Jn:Tf ^ f ii 

(gTv?Tr?r '^ ) [ l^s ] 

Those whose sins are absolved by 
Knowledge and whose thoughts are fixed 
in Him and who think Him their Lord^ 
solely devoted to Him, they go whence 
there is no return, Ch, V,^17. 


True knowledge is the realisation of God. 
When that is gained, one is free from sins. 
Then is the mind fixed on Him, and solely 
devoted to Him. It is creating within a great 
force, a spiritual push, the magnitude of which 
cannot be estimated. When such a stage is 
reached, there is no coming back. It is then a 
Bliss of communion with God, and it shall not 
be given up at any cost. 
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Paul 

“ None of us liveth unto bimself, and none diotla 
unto himself , whetlier we Iwe or whether we die, theie- 
fore, we are the Lord’s.” 

John Angfel James : — 

All who wait upon the Lord shall rise higher upon 
the mighty pinions of strong devotion, and with the 
unblinhmg eye of faith, into the regions of heavenlj 
mmdedness, and shall approach nearer and nearer to 
God, the Sun of our spiritual dav. 
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fw?iT nfsr i 

lig sgqr^ ii 

(gcfvsriq't*^ ) [ ^=;] 

The enlightened s.age looks al\li.e upon 
the Jirahniana^ possessing perfect 
ktioioledge and humility^ a cow^ (Uh 
elephanty a dog and eoen the lowest class 
of 071 outonste 

Ch. VJ8. 

One who is enlightened, feels above the 
petty things of the world. He becomes one of 
the Universe u^nd all things look alike to him 
He is as the brilliant Bun for whom the good 
or ^ the bad, the rich or the poor, makes no 
difterence. He is foi all, for all nations and 
countries 

Seneca.— 

The sun =liiues even on the wicked. 
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Voltaire — 

All men are equal; it is not birth, but virtue alone 
that makes the difference. 

Longffellow : — 

Some must follow, and some command, though all 
are made of clay. 
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^ ft vrmr h i 

^rrafcisrfa: sr : ti 

( Wi^VH '^ ) [ ] 

The enjoyments that result from the 
contact with external objects, are sources 
of misery^ for they ham beginning and 
ending^ 0 Kauntya; the wise do not 
rejoice in them, Ch, V.-22 

The real everlasting, happiness, is one that 
is not connected with things, impermanent. 
That enjoyment is not the real one which 
vanishes at the satisfaction of a desire. The 
wise seek the enjoyment within, independently 
of the objects without. 
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zTi^iTTcfilg' ir: i 

sfjTa^raT^# m ^ts: ^ ii 

( WWR 'A ) [ ^3J 

He who is able to bear while here on 
earth before he dies^ the jpertnrhation of 
aiiad that resalLs from love or hate^ he Is 
well balanced, he a. happii /nan 

Oh V..23. 

One wlio does not allow ins mind to bo 
perturbed by the sentiments of love or hatred, 
IS really a happy man. For what else is there 
that makes us lose oui balance and feel un- 
happy, if it is not the impulse that results from 
things we love or hate. Mind is a great power, 
its control loads to tho development of divinity 
witliin 

Mrs Stowe — 

Sublime is the dominion of mind over the body, 
that, for the time can make flesh and nerve impregnable, 
and string the smews like steel, so that tho weak 
become so mighty. 
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Seneca — 

A great, a good and a light mind, is a kind of 
divinity lodged in ficbli , and may be the blessing of a 
slave as well as of a prince. It came from heaven, and to 
heaven it must return, and it is a kind of heavenly 
felicity, which a pure and vutuoub mind enjoys m some 
degree, even upon earth 
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?icncnm: ?:cir: ii 

(3r??TR ^ ) [ ] 

The wise sages, whose sins are all 
destroyed^ their doubts removed, their 
mind restrained, intent on the good of all 
beings^ obtain the bliss of the Eternal. 

Ch. IV, ,25. 

One who is intent on the good of ail beings 
attains true happiness. 

John Fountain 

Happy were men' if they but understood 
There is no safety but m doing good. 

Sophocles — 

It is only great souls that know how much glory 
there is in being good. 
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’ETcri^f i 

irfirHt f^f^annsiTH; ii 

( gT^;q-m ^ ) [ ] 

Those who have the knowledge of the 
Self, who have subdued their passions, 
and have restrained their mind, realise 
the Eternal Bliss close everywhere. 

Ch, V,^26. 

The Eternal is not far from ns. We live 
in Him and He in us. He is very close to us. 
He is realised when the conditions are fulfilled 
eg. subjugation of the passions — control of the 
mind, — knowledge of the Self. 

Collitigfwood : — 

Never do anything that can denote an angry mind ; 
for, although everybody is born with a certain degree of 
passion, and, from outward circumstances, will sometimes 
feel its operation and be what they call “out of humour” 
yet a sensible man or woman will never allow it to be 
discovered. Check and restrain it ; never make any 



90 THK Lights of bhagawad gita 


uuUI you find it hds entirely hubsided , 
tiiicLiiwa)}b ii\oid bJMiig anything that you ma} wibh 
11 11 said 

Jortiit 

The ait of governing the pawons ib moic useful, 
uud more important, than many things in the search 
and pursuit of which we spend our days. Without this 
art, iiches and health, skill and knowledge, will give us 
little satisfaction, and whatsocvci else we be, wo can be 
neither happy, noi wise, nor good. 
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(g?v?IT?r 0 [ ^ ] 

Ho the best of all, who is vm partial 
toiaards friends and. foes, stranrjers and 
relations, lovers and those who are hated, 
the Dirt no us and the wicked. 


Ch VIr9. 

To be impartial in one’s judgment is a great 
virtue. This virtue is a yearning of a good 
mmd It becomes a difficult job when we are 
called upon to do justice to a friend oi a hie — a 
friend is apt to inspire ns with lenioiicy and a 
foe with vindictiveness JBoth wa>s it is wrong. 
To be ]Uht and impartial is to think divinely. 
Only those can claim to be just and impartial, 
who claim neither friends7 nor foes. They arc 
spiritually higli minded people* 
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Pope — 

Cursed be the verse, how well soe’r it flow, 

That tends to make one worthy man my foe. 

:1c ^ ^ :1c 

Alike reserved to blame, or to commend 
A timorous foe and a suspicious friend 

Addison 

Justice discards party, friendship, kindred, and is 
always, therefore, represented as blind. 

David Dtidleyfield * — 

Above all other things is justice; success is a good 
thing, wealth is good also; honour is better; but justice 
excels them all. 
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^jfr ii 

( ^ ) [ ivs ] 

Yoga destroy eth all misery for him^ 
who is regulated in food and amusement^ 
regulated in the performance of duty^ and 
whose sleep and waking ai^e also regulated, 

Ch, VIrl7. 

A yogi is a perfect man. His actions are 
under his control. His habits are well regu- 
lated. His programme of action is of his own 
making. Irregular habits are weaknesses m man. 
A perfect, well developed mind knows fully wail 
what he is doing and what he is to do next. 

Emmons : — 

I could never think well of a man’s intelleotaal 
and moral character if he was habitually unfaithful to 
Ms appointments. 
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^ufgfrr: 11 

m: ii[g[T iT%^5^?i5rT i 

gTTr:fiH555i 5T^ : sr T%?cf^?3[ 

(sR’t’in?! I ) [ J 

Entirely abandoning all desires^ rising 
from imagination^ and restraining the 
senses from all sides by the inind^ 

He should slowly and steadily^ stej) by 
step, withdraiD his mind from the objects 
of senses, with a determined will, fixing 
himself in the Lord, not thinhing of 
anything else. Oh, VJ ..24.25. 
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By practice, one achieves peifection. Mind 
cannot be brought under control all of a sudd em- 
it is general cultivation of the mind to with- 
draw it from the olijects of senses, wdiich can be 
done step by step 

Balg-tiy ' 

A restless mmd, like a rolling stone, gathers nothing 
but dirt and mire, little or no good will cleave to it, and 
it IS sure to leave peace and quietness behind it. 

Q. D. Boardman — 

The law of the harvest is to reap more than you 
ROW'. Sow an act, and >ou reap a habit, sow’ a habit, 
and you reap a character, sow’ a charactei and you reap 
a destiii} . 
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?icfr i 

{ O f 

W]ie7'esoever the wandering and the 
unsteady mind goeth, from there one 
should draw it hack and hi'mg it under 
the control of his self . Ch, VI. .26, 

By constant struggle to bring back the mind 
which runs astray again and again, ultimately 
we succeed in completely controlling it. This 
is a great fight and a great conquest indeed. 

Dr. Abercrombie • 

Learn to feel a supreme interest in the discipline of 
the mmd; study the remarkable power which you can 
exercise over its habits of attention and its trains of 
thoughts; and cultivate a sense of the deep importance 
of exercising this power according to the principles of 
wisdom and of virtue... Judging upon these principles, 
we are taught to feel that life has a value beyond rhe 
mere acquirements of knowledge, and the mere prosecu- 
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tion of onr own happiness. This value is found in those 
nobler pursuits which qualify us for promoting the good 
of othel's, and in those acquirements by which we learn 
to become masters of ourselves. It is to cultivate the 
intellectual part for the attainment of truth, and to 
train the moral being for the solemn purposes of life, 
when life is viewed in its relation to a life which is to 
come. 

Goethe 

I will be Lord over myself. 

Bible 

He that ruleth his spirit is better than he that 
taketh a city. 
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mmi 5r ^ ^ ^ 5r ii 

( i) [ ] 

He who seetlt Me everywhere and seeth 
everything in Me^ vanisheth never from 
My sights nor do 1 ever disappear from 
his vision, (Jh, F/.- 

God is omnipresent. If we could really feel 
His presence everywhere, and at every time we 
are changed entirely. It is a sublime vision if 
we could have it, by’ seeing Him always with 
us and by feeling that He is seeing us. 

Coleridg^e ■ 

God IS everywhere, the God whofiamed 
jMankind to be one mighty family, 

Himself our Father, and the 'world our home. 

De Vere : — 

What 'would you say, if -wherever you turned what- 
ever you were doing, whatever thinking, whether in 
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public or private, with a confidential friend, telling your 
secrets, or alone planning them, if, I say, you saw an 
eye constantly fixed on you, from whose watching, 
though you strove ever so much, you could never escape, 
and even if you closed your own eye to avoid, you still 
fancied that to get rid of was impossible, — that it could 
perceive your every thought? The supposition is awful 
enough There is such an Eye, though the business 
and the struggles of the world often prevent us from 
considering this awful truth. In crowds we are too 
much interrupted, in the xmrsuit of self intercht we are 
too much purverted, in camps we are struggling for life 
and death, in courts we see none but the eye of a human 
sovereign; neverthlcss, the Bijjaa* eye is always upon us, 
and when we least think of it, is noting all, and what 
ever we may think of it, will remember all. 
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H^«rT g'^iJxtsf^ H Jxf^ 11 

( O l\l\ 

The Yogi united with Me, woj'shipping 
Me^ as the One abiding in all beings^ liveth 
in Me alone^ whatever his mode of living, 

Ch, VL.3L 


Modes of living are many, but living with 
God is the one singular way with every 
enlightened one. 

Jones Very 

Wilt Thou not visit me ? 

The plant beside me feels thy gentle dew; 

And every blade of grass I see 

From Thy deep earth its quickening moisture 
drew. 

Wilt Thou not visit me ? 

Thy morning calls on me with cheering tone ; 
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And every hill and tree 

Lends but one voice, the voice of Thee alone, 

Come, for I need Thy love, 

More than the flower the dew, or grass the rain; 

Come, gently as Thy holy dove. 

And let me in Thy sight rejoice to live again. 

I will not hide from them 

When Thy storms come, though fierce may be 
their wrath; 

But bow with leafy stem, 

And strengthened, follow on Thy chosen path. 

Yes, Thou wilt visit me, 

Nor plant nor tree Thine eye delight so well, 

As when from sin set free, 

My spirit lives with Thine in peace to dwell. 
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^ WT 5:# ^ ^nrft qcm Ti<i: 11 

f ] 

He who looheth upoti every being as 
himself^ 0 Arjuna even loith regard to 
pleasure or pain^ he is considered a yogi of 
the highest order. Ch, VI,..32^ 

A wise man is a perfect social being. He 
makes the society happy by his presence, for he 
regards pain and pleasure of others as his 
own. 

It is a lesson that modern world needs 
learning in these days when struggle for 
existence is being taken to mean ‘live at the 
cost of others^ 

Thomas Jefferson 

W© hold these truths to be self evident; that all 
men are created equal; that they are endowed by their 
Creator with inalienable rights; that among these are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
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Bible 

All things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them. 
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nstfiir hht =gr5rq[ i 

5T5:5TT%!T 5 ^ II 

( ^Tv^rra f ] 

Ufidoubtedly, 0 mighty armed, the 
mind is restless and difficult to restrain, 
hut hy practice^ 0 son of Kunti, and by 
absence of desire, it can be h^ought 
under control, Ch, F/.-55. 

Mind IS set aright if we purge it of desires. 
This can be done by practice. 

Sir P. Sidney 

He sought to have that by practice which he could 
not by prayer. 
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<71^ sirgsr f^JiTsjr^crw i 
n f? ^5^TT?If cTTcT H 

( WV’II?? o [ ] 

0 Partha^ such a man is never 
destroyed here in this world nor in the 
next ; for men^ O 7ny dear, treading the 
path of righteousness never come to woe» 

Ch VI,A0. 

No one can bring to grief a right minded 
person. He goes on the path of righteousness, 
which is straight and for which he never feels 
sorry. Therefore there cannot be any grievous 
disappointment for him. If anything amiss 
happens to him, he does not mind it for he is 
practising righteousness. 

Isaiah : — 

The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the 
©Sect of righteousness, Quietness and assurance for 
«Y«r. 
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Plato : — 

Let him that would live well attain to truth, and 
then, and not before, he will cease from sorrow. 
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firi: q'CcT^ i 

( ^'e?T?T ) [ '5 ] 

There is nothing heyond Me, O 
Dhananjaya.; on Me alone, all this 
{creation) is set even as series of pearls on 
a string. Ch. V1L.7. 

God is the Life, the i^'orce, the Current, that 
passes through all that exists. He is the 
Sustainer of all. He Himself is the essence 
that manifests itself as life. 

Anonymous : — 

Every gentle gale that blows, 

Every little stream that flows 
Through the green and flowery vale. 

Every flower that scents the gale. 

Every soft refreshing shower 
Sent upon the drooping flower, 

Every tempest rushing by, 

Says to man that God is nigh. 
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Loffcy liills with forests crowned, 
Deserts where no tree is found, 
Rivers, from the mountains source; 
Winding on their fruitful course, 
Ocean with its mighty waves, 

Rocks and sands, and pearly caves. 
All that in the ocean dwell, 

Unto us His goodness tell. 

Every little creeping thing, 

Every insect on the wing, 

Every bird that warbling dies, 
Freely through his native skies, 
Beasts that far from man abide, 
Those that gambol by his side, 
Cattle on a thousand hills, 

Say that God creation fills. 

He has taught, with wondrous art, 
Each to act his proper part; 

Food and shelter how to gain. 

How to guard itself from pain; 

Make its own existence bright, 
While it serves for man’s delight, 
All his creatures every hour 
Speak of God and show His power. 
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SET 1 

50# II 

( ST^J^TT:!! 'S ) [ ^ ] 

The pure fragrance I am in the earth 
and in fire I am the heat ^ in heings lam 
the very life and penance am I even in the 
ascetics, Ch. VII -S. 

He is the essence of all things- The fra- 
grance in the earth, the beauty in flowers, the 
colour in leaves, the heat in fire, the motion m 
the wind, the flow in water, are all His. It is 
He that is manifest in all things. 

Longfellow 

All is of God. If He but wave His band, 

The mists collect, the rains fall, thick and loud; 

Till, with a smile of light on sea and land, 

Lo ! He looks back from the departing cloud. 
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^ ^Kmm: i 

( ^) [ ] 


Bad men, the evil doers^ the deluded^ 
they whose knowledge is destroyed by 
Illusion and who follow the ways of 
demons^ do not come to Me. 

Ch. Vll.lo. 


Bad people, wlio have forgotten what they 
really are and are engrossed m the Illusion of 
the world, do not traverse the path of righteous- 
ness. Truth remains far away from them. 
They lead a disturbed and discontented life 
and die a miserable death. 

Ltither 

Sin is essentially a departure from God. 
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Duke of Brunswick 

But sill liatli so witlim me wrought 

Such deadly sickness on ma brought, 
My languid soul sits drooping here 

And cannot reach the heavenly sphere. 
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sft ?if m erg' Wtr: i 

'srsiT ciiTt^ fir^^i5?i?q[ ii 

( WV5TW ^ ) [ 3 

Whosoeve?^ devoted with perfect 
Faith seeketh to loorship any Form^ 
that same Faith I verily maintain 
wiftinchiny, Ch. VII,-21. 

God may be worshipped iii any form. Ife is 
His Worship at any rate. What is needed is 
perfect faith in Him. A man of faith may be a 
Muslim, Christian or a Hindu. It does not 
make any difference, provided the Lord is 
approached with perfect devotion and faith. 

Dr. James Martineau : — 

We are not all like ; and God does not exist for any 
miserable egotist al-^ne. We are all indeed set m one 
Infinite sphere of Universal reason and consceince, bnt 
scattered over it to follow separate circles, and attain 
every variety of altitude in faith. Like stars upon the 
same meridian, whose culminating points cannot be alike, 
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we toucii our supreme heights at difiereut elevations, 
and the measure which is far down on the course of one 
mind may be the acme of religion in another. And it is 
as worthy of God to lift every soul to the ethereal sum- 
mit proper to it, as to roll the heavens, and call forth 
their lights by interval and number, and see that “not 
one faileth 

Monfaigfne : 

Every one’s true worship was that which he found 
in use in the place where he chanced to be. 

The Qorati 

0 men ’ We created you of male and female and 
then divided you into sects, clans and spread you in 
several regions. But all these differences were meant to 
distinguish one clan from another. As far as the standard 
of superiority of man is concerned that does not depend 
on separate divisions but on the practical life of man. 
He is the noblest who is the most virtuous. 
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jfT? i 

( 's ) [ ] 

2 Vot am I manifest to all, concealed as 
I am in My supreme power and 
Illusion ; this bewildered world seeth 
Me not, the unborn, the imperishable, 

Ch. VIL^ 26 , 

Those who are blessed with a vision to 
penetrate through the veil of Illusion, realise 
the Eternal. Otherwise He is concealed in 
His own Illusion. Once when the curtain is 
removed and the darkness of ignorance is 
dispelled the Great Light dawns on man’s 
mind. 

Oeorgfe MacDonald 

A voice is in the wind I do nofc know . — 

A meaning on the face of the high hills 
Whose utterance I cannot apprehend. 

A something is behind them , that is God. 
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Harbinger of Light : — 

Thou caust not see His (God’s) face any more than 
thou canst discern the wind whence it cometh and 
whither it goeth ; but thou art in very truth a very part 
of God, a finite atom of the Infinite whole, a thought of 
love, a living soul. So that if thou wouldst know Him — 
who He is, and where He dwelleth — thou hast yet to deve- 
lop His Divine essence from out that soul of thine 
unfolding as a flower its petals to the sun. and showing 
forth hid glory. 



116 THE LIGHTS OP BHAGAWAD GITA 


w srsTRT \ 

^ vT^f^ m fasten: n 

(srs^TR V9 ) [ ^=: ] 

Those men of 'pure deeds^ 7vhose sin is 
reduced to nothing^ being freed from the 
delusive pairs of opposites^ firm m vows^ 
wo7'ship Ale. Ch. VJl ~28. 

Performance of pure deeds is but 'worshipp- 
ing the Lord. The practical way of worshipp- 
ing Him is to develop virbues in ourselves that 
take us nearer to Him- To perform pure deeds, 
to be free from sins, to be detached from the 
pairs of opposites, are to create qualities in 
ourselves that make us worship God truly. 

Abulfazzi : — 

The best way of worshipping God is in allaying the 
distress of the times and improving the condimon of 
mankind. 
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Stopford A. Brooks : — 

The tiue worship of God is to become that which we 
worship ; to draw nearer to Him as the sun, whence Light 
and Puiity and Wisdom and Power stream into our Soul. 
It is by purity to see Him, by love to dwell in Him, by 
truth to know Him, m reverence to understand Him, in 
humility to lejoice in Him, in joy to abide in His works, 
in power to do His woik in all, to know and to be 
ravished by His everlasting beauty. 
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^ m ^fwgi wmmmm gfifeir?i: ii 
(W^m ^ ) ] 

They who resort io Me and endeavour 
after liberation from birth and deaths they 
know the Eternal^ the full knowledge of 
the Self and all actio7i. Ch, VIE29, 

Those who have trust in God, know Him. 
His knowledge is the knowledge of the Seif. 
This knowledge enlightens and liberates the 
person from the cycle of births and deaths. 
Let us all have trust in Him — He be our guide, 
our liberator. 

F. L. Hosmer - 

Upto Thee, abiding ever, 

Look I in my need, 

Strength of every good endeavour, 

Holy Thought and Deed. 
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119 


Tkou dost guide the stais o£ heaven, 
Heal the broken heait, 

Bung in turn the morn and even, 

Law and Love Thou art. 

Clouds and darkness are about Thee, 
Just and sure Thy throne. 

Not a sparrow falls without Thee, 

All to Thee is known. 

Origin and end of being, 

All things in and through. 

Light Thou art of all my seeing, 
Power to will and do. 

Through my life, whatever betide me, 
Thou my trust shall be , 

Whom have I on earth beside Thee, 
Whom in heaven but Thee ? 
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^:mm ^ n-^rt ?fTT% ll 

And he who^ thinking upon Me alone 
at the closing hour, leaveth the body and 
goeth forth, he attaineth to the state of 
being in Me; of this there zs no doubt, 

Ch. Vin..5, 

The closing hour is an important one. The 
wise wait for this hour and make proper 
preparations for the Departure. That is the 
last hour of this life. Is it to be met off hand 
and blindly ? The hour will not come again, 
It is the most precious, for it can be the purest. 
The worst of criminals even change their mind 
and looking upon the dying life repent with a 
true heart at the wrongs done by them. Such 
a beautiful hour then should best be employed 
in the worship of the Lord, for even then, the 
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author of the Gita says, there is possibility of 
realising Him in that last important hour, 
when this life is run and lost. But it 
is again too difficult to have a mind at 
that time, calm and serene, not distui'bed bv 
desires and the innumerable feelings to be able 
to think and rest upon Him. 

Shuttleworth 

Life’s evening, we may rest assured, will take its 
character fiom the day which has preceded it ; and if we 
would close our career in the comfort of religious hope, 
we must prepare for it by early and continuous religious 
habit. 

Anonymous 

Our home is not in this mortal clime, 

Our life hath not its bounds in time ; 

And death is but the cloud that lies 
Between our souls and paradise. 

Socrates 

He is the wisest who keeps himself pure till the hour 
when the Biety himself is pleased to relieve him. 
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sft fit i%c53r^: i 
cf^q'Tt f^c^igrR^q jfTfjisr: li 

( g7V?n?T =: ) [ la ] 


Whoso j not yiolny his mind to other 
thbiys^ constantly thinheth uiyon Me^ to 
him I am easily accessible^ 0 Partha, he 
the ever harmonised yoyi. 

Oh, 

Constant thought of God takes us nearer 
and nearer to Him. The following poem speaks 
of it so beautifully. 


Lucy Larcom s— * 

0 Thou who art my only Light ’ 

Thee do I follow through the night. 
Though home and hopes are out of sight, 
Firm trust in Thee my spirit hath, 
THOU KNOWBTH MY PATH. 
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Alfcliough I cannot see Thy face, 

I feel the "warmth of Thy embrace , 

Enfold me in the dangexons place 
Wheie sin lies waiting to betray , 

THOU KNOWETH MY WAY. 

0 Thou that seest me through and through. 

The thoughts I think, the deeds I do. 

Thou knowest I would to Thee be true I 
Oh draw me closer to Thy side, 

MY LOED, MY GUIDE. 

1 know not what may, yet unfold. 

Beyond the morning's gates of gold ; 

This is my heaven, — Thy hand to hold, 

Thy steps to follow through the night, 

MY LIFE, MY LIGHT. 
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n^rmiT. mt ii 

( '^ ) [ ] 

Having got Ale, the high^sonled ones 
do not go hack again to birth^ the abode of 
pain, impermanent; they have attained 
to the highest perfection. Ch. VI11.H5, 

Those wlio once aitaiii the Eternal Bliss, 
retain it for ever Such Souls do not come 
back again to live in a body, which is suscepti- 
ble to pains. In this body is encaged the soul, 
bound in maya, the ignorance and darkness. 

Maiiu 

This mansion of the soul composed of earth, 

Subject to sorrow and decreptitude, 

Inhabited by sickness and pains, 

Bound by the bonds of ignorance and darkness, 
Let a Wiseman with cheerfulness abandon. 
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( gT\?iT?r *; ) r 1=; ] 


From> the '^Vninanifesf^ all the 
manifested come forth at the co7niug of the 
Day; at the coming of the Night, they 
dissolve in that ^ called the ^'Unmanifesff\ 
(primordial matter,} Ch. V1TI,J8, 


The “TJnmanifest”, is the Lord Himself, 
from whom the whole universe springs up and 
into whom again all is dissolved at the coming 
of what is known as Pralaya. The foundation 
of things is a primitive matter, eternal, 
unfathomable and indefinite, from which the 
definite arise and into which they return again. 
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Rig Veda 

In the beginning there was neither nought nor 
aught, 

Then there was neither sky nor atmosphere above. 
What then enshrouded all this teeming Universe ? 
In the receptacle of what was it contained ? 

Was it enveloped in the gulf profound of water? 
Then there was neither day, nor night, nor 
darkness. 

Only ,the Existent One breathed calmly, self 
contained. 

Who knows ? Who can declaie V 

How and from what was sprung the Universe V the 

gods. 

Themselves are subsequent to its development. 

Who, then, can penetrate the secret of its rise ? 
Whether ’twas framed or not, made oi not made ; 
He only 

Who in the highest heaven sits, the omniscient Lord, 
Assuredly knows all or haply knows He not. 
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?t: if n 

( 'gr^qi^r *= ) [ ] 

therefore there existeth the supreme 
Being, the Unmanifest ^ entirely different 
from the U nmanifest primordial matter 
amd He is eternal^ imperishable^ tohen all 
other things pe7'ish Ch VI 11. ^20 


Beyond the primordial matter, there exists 
the Supreme Being, the Lord. He is the 
Gardener, the Glory of Whom is seen in every 
flower. He who does not feel Him and believes 
He is not, IS unblessed. The Lord is there, 
let us have the eye to see Him. 

Str J. Bowringf 

Father and Friend Thy light, Thy love, 

Beaming through all Thy works we see ; 
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Thy glory gilds the heavens above, 

And all the earth is full of Thee, 

We know not in what hallowed part, 

Of the wide heavens Thy throne may be ; 

But this we know, that where Thou art, 

.Strength, wisdom, goodness dwell with Thee. 

Thy children shall not faint or fear, 

Sustained by this delightful thought, 

Since Thou, their God, art everywhere, 

They cannot he where Thou art not. 


Dr. W. Paley : — 

We admire the flower ; we examine the plant we 
perceive the conduciveness of many of its parts to their 
end and office, we observe a provision for its nourish- 
ment, growth, protection, and fecundity ; but we never 
think of the Gardener m all this. We attribute nothing 
ot this to His agency ; yet it may still be true, that 
without the gardener, we should not have had the tulip, 
just so it is with the succession of animals even of the 
highest order. 
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5^: ^ ir. CTT^ mFm i 

( ] 

TUe Supr-eme Pernon^ O Parbha^ in 
Whom all beings abide^ by Whom all this 
is pervaded^ is to be reached by undivided 
devotion, 

Ch. VI1L^22. 


It is that type of devotion, purely spiritual 
and sublime that takes us onwards on the 
path of realisation of the Eternal. 

Blair . 

Devotion i& the lively exercise of those affections 
which we owe to the Supreme Being. It comprehends 
seveial emotions of the heart, while all terminate on 
the same object. The chief of them are veneration, 
gratitude, desire and resignation 



130 THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 


Henry W. Bellows 

We cannot be happy without resembling God. We 
cannot resemble Him without contemplating His charac- 
ter, without adoring Him, without experiencing the 
bliss of worship. We cannot taste this bliss without 
discovering that God is the fountain and joy and glory 
of our life and that to praise and love and adore Him is 
the real business and the true pleasure of moral existence, 
the beginning and middle and unending direction in the 
pursuit of blessedness and immortality 
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( w’=5ETT2r 5 ) [ a ] 


All this world is 2)ervaded by Me. in 
Aly unmaidfest £'orm; all beings are 
supported by Me, not 1 by them. 

Ch, JX A. 


The Lord pervades all over in His Eonn 
that cannot be ordinarily perceived But the 
glory of the Lord is perceived in all its mani- 
festations. He is the Life, the supporter of 
ail beings. Tt is He that is current everywhere. 
The Life Current is He that wo perceive in the 
blowing of the gale, m the flowing of the stream, 
in the flower and its fragrance, in the rain and 
the storm, in the sun and its sunshine. He is 
the manifest Power everywhere, the Life of 
every Life. 
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The Indian Messeng’er ; — 

Every gentle gale that blows 
Every little stream that flow’s 
Through the green and flowering vale 
Every flower that scents the gale. 

Every self refreshing shower 
Sent upon the drooping flower, 

Every tempest rushing by 
Says to man that God is nigh. 

Pope 

All are parts of one stupendous Whole, 
Whose body Nature is, and God the Soul. 

Oliver W. Holmes . — 

Lord of all beings * throned afar, 

Thy glory flames from sun and star , 
Centre and Soul of every sphere, 

Yet to each loving heart how near ‘ 
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^iT^^sq; II 

^ I 

Those men who devoutly meditate upon 
Me alone ildnhing of no other ^ and who 
are pey feet I u harmonised with Me, 1 look 
to their safety. Ch. IX.-22. 

Those earnest devotees who resign every- 
thing to Him and think of Him alone, ever 
active m His service, are always under His 
protection. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy — 

Meditate on that Eternal, 

Never born nor bodied One, 

Fearless, Griodess, Omnipresent, 

And obey the wise, my son. 

Fearing Him, tbo Sun is shining, 

And the mild moon walks abroad. 
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And tLe ceaseless winds are moving, 
Moving in tLe fear of God. 

Him, the Author of creation, 
Contemplate, — the Perfect Causa 
Of the goings and returnings . 

Of the boundless Universe. 

Think of God, the All-preserver 
Till thy mental want and pain, 
Ignorance and grief, departing, 
Never, never come again. 
All-preserver, All-sustainer, 

High above the touch of sense, 
Never canst thou comprehend Him, 
Dwelling in Omnipotence 



THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 135 

€m m Jr i 

mmmm ti 

( ^ ) l^i I 

He who offereth to Me a leaf^ a flower^ 
a fruit with feelings of devotion^ that 1 
accept from the pure minded, as the same 
is offered with devotion. Ch. ZX*-55. 

What offering can we give Him ? It is not 
gold nor silver. For if that were the case the 
rich conld have been the only few, who could 
claim His love, devotion and blessings. Love 
of a devoted heart is more dear to Him than 
the riches of wealthy people. 

Massiii|rer 

One grain of inccnsc with devotion ofier^d is 
beyond all perfumes of Sabsean spices. 

Bishop Henshawe 

Bemember that God will not be mocked ; that it is 
the heart of the worshipper which He regards, W® are 
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never safe till we love Him with our whole heart whom 
we pretend to worship. 

Bazarat Mohammed 

A man’s true wealth is the good he does in this 
world. 
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( gT«?ii?5r ^ ) [ ] 

Whatever thou doest^ whatever thou 
eaiest^ whatever thou sacrificest, whatever 
thou gainest, whatever thou offerest of 
mcfifice^ 0 son of Kunii^ that do thou 
co’nt'iult unto Me, Ch. lX,-27, 


The noblest of our acts are those that are 
done as offerings to the Lord. There is no 
repentance, if results of these acts apparently 
look to be disagreeable, nor pride at their 
success. Acts offered to the Supreme Power 
therefore do not attach themselves to ourselves. 
Thus they are the noblest, the best and the 
mightiest. Let us commit our very life to Him 
and take Him as our only guide, for then only 
the real purpose of life is fulfilled. 
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The Qtiran — 

“Yea, whoever snbmifcs himself entirely to Allah 
and he is the doer of good (to others), he has his reward 
from Ms Lord and there is no fear for him, nor shall he 
be grieved.” 

The Quran.— 

“My prayers and my sacrifioos and my life and my 
death are only for God.” 

Indian Messengfer — 

My God, Thou Art My Guido. 

A wanderer in a dark and desert land, 

A stranger on a tempest-beaten strand, 

My Father, lead me with a gentle hand ; 
u Art My Guide. 

.My God, Thou Art My Shield ; 

In the fierce fight, amid unnumbered foes, 

Assailed by fiery darts and furious blows, 

Beneath Thy shelter I can safe repose, 

Thou Art My Shield. 

My God, Thou Art My Life, 

Thy breath has made the lifeless breathe and alive ; 
Thy quickening spirit doth all things revive, 

Thou to Thy flock dost life eternal give ; 

Thou Art My Life. 
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My God, Thou Art My All, 

My first, my last my Father and Friend; 
The ProYidence doth all my way attend, 
To Thee be glory, now and without end; 
Thou Art My All. 

W. Cowper. — 

0 Lord my best desire fulfil 
And help me to resign 
Life, health, and comfort to Thy will 
And make this pleasure mine 
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^msi 5r ^ ^ faiw: i 

k g m nf^ h *grTOqii 

( 1 

I am alike to all beings; to Me there is 
no7ie hateful nor dear; they who worship 
Me with devotio7i^ they are hi Me and in 
them as 7veU am i, Ch. IX.,^29, 


Universal is the Lord. Ail are His bemgs* 
The black and the white, the civilised and the 
uncivilised, all are alike to Him. His are no 
favours especially done to this people or that. 
He is Life and runs through all living beings 
sustaining them all equally. We are all in 
Him and He pervades in every one of us. 

Teachings like these are the dire need of the 
day^ so that the present age may be free from 
the tremendous struggle of subjugating and 
exploiting others. What 1 If men of all nations 



THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 141 


could live together as members of a big family 
composed of the whole humanity whose Father 
is One, that Lord supreme. 

Mrs. Stowe: — 

In the gates of eternity, the black hand and the 
white hand hold each other with an equal clasp. 

James fi. West:— 

Love, no less, of human hearts, 

Which makes all life wort living, 

From the One, the Only, starts 
Man’s highest glory giving. 

This to know transcends all arts, 

From the Whole, the partial darts; 

Man’s lo\e God’s love counterparts. 

Young".— 

Tbou my all. 

My theme, my inspiration, and my crown 
My strength in age, my rise in low estate, 

My soul’s ambition, pleasure, wealth, my world;, 

My light in darkness and my hfo in death. 

My boast through time, bliss through eternity, 
Eternity too short to speak Thy praise, 

Or fathom Thy profound love to man. 
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^ ^5^!i5?T5j|%HT f? II 

( gTV^TT?? ^ ) f ] 

Even if the most wiched worships Me 
with a devoted mind without resorting to 
another^ he must indeed he taken as riglite. 
ovs^ for he hath resolved inghtly. 

Ch, IXMO 

Worship of God purifies evervone The 
act of resorting to God and loving Him, means 
becoming good. Let, therefore, no sm be 
committed against God. 

Sir Henry Vane: — 

Suffer anything from, rather than sin against God. 

Campbell — 

Angels for the good man’s sin wept to record, and 
blushed to give it in. 



THE LIGHTS OE BHAGAWAD GITA 143 


Rev. Dr. Owen*'— 

He that hath slight thoughts of sin never had great 
thoughts of God. 



144 THE LIGHTS OP BHAGAWAD GITA 


ig;3[T^^sfq?qrTf?^TO ii 
( ^ ) [\R 


They who depend upon Me; O Partha 
though of sinful bMh^ v)omen^ Vaishyas 
even Sudras^ they also attain the highes: 
goal. Ch 1X^32 


Those who have faith in God, make 2 
family of their own, the family of the devotees 
They know not of any distinction between mai 
and man by virtue of wealth, position or birth 
A good man may be rich or poor, black or white) 
a Hindu or a Muslim, a Christian or a Jew 
The virtues of a good heart are the same ir 
every one, in whomsoever this heart may be 
The Lord admits of no distinctions among Hi< 
people To him all are dear. Let us therefor? 
depend upon Him and love Him, for only thei 
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will be we raised as high as any one else can be 
and attain the highest goal. It is in this that 
we stand second to none. All can meet equally 
at the feet of the Lord* 

Massinger: — 

Equal nature fashion’d us 
AH m one mould * * * 

All’s but the outward gloss 
And politic form that does distinguish us. 

Plato:- 

All men are by nature equal, made all of the same 
earth by one Workman; and however we deceive 
ourselves, as dear unto God is the poor peasant as the 
mighty prince. 

Thomas Paine:— 

Ail the religions known in the world are founded, 
so far as they relate to man or the unity of man, as 
being all of one degree. Whether in heaven or in hell* 
or in whatever state man may be supposed to exist here- 
after, the good and the bad are the only distinctions. 
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Mahatma Gandhi: — 

God created all men as equal and as such every 
Haiijan is entitled as a matter of right to enter the 
temples. 
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HfH5TI H^rRT «T I 

gsfclwqKiiT^Ji?q?:r!rw : ii 

( ^ j 

Devote thy mind to Me, be My devotee; 
offer thy sacrifices to Me, bow down to ife, 
having thus fixed th/y mind on Me^ as thy 
highest goaf thou shalt come unto Me^ 

Ch. IXM. 


This is how we should worship. Perfect 
devotion, resignation to the Will of God and 
concentration of mind on Him are the ways to 
approach Him. 


Henry Ward Beecher:— 

God’s sovoreignty is not in His right hand; God’s 
sovereignty is not in His intellect, God’s sovereignty U 
in His love. 
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Faber:— 

Oh then wish more for God, hum more with desire, 
Covet more the dear sight of His marvellous face, 
Pray louder, pray longer, for the sweet gift of fire 
To come down on thy heart with its whirlwinds of 
grace. 
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51% mmq: !i 

Ko) [\] 

He who hnoweth Me, unborn^ begin-- 
ningless, the great master of the universe, 
he is not deluded among mortals and he is 
liberated from sins. Ch^ X-3. 

To know God is fco realise that he is the 
great Master. This realisation is difficult to be 
had, on account of the delusion we are all in. 
When that is removed, God is revealed to 
us as a great ^Master of the Universe, which 
experience liberates us from sins. 

Morier: — 

In spite of man’s shortsighted endeavours to dis- 
pose of events according to his own wishes and his own 
purposes, there is an Intelligence beyond his reason 
which holds the scales of justice and promotes his well- 
being, inspite of his puny efforts. 
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Pythag'oras:— 

“There is one Universal Sonl diffused through all 
things; eternal, invisible, unchangeable. “ 

The Quran.— 

Say God is one God, the eternal God; He begetteth 
not, neither is He begotten, and there is not anyone like 
unto Him. 
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5W: I 

HTsi=!iT?5rT?fi¥n^pfr ii 

( mzrm lo ) [ ii] 

For such ones^ purely out of compas- 
sion^ I, dwelling intheir hearty destroy the 
darkness born of ignoramce by the shining 
lamp of Knowledge. Ch. X-11, 

The darkness that stands between us and 
God is removed by the Light of knowledge. 
The moment, when through the grace of God, 
we know the Beality, that What is false and 
misleading is got rid of. God helps us on our 
way to Truth and forgives our ignorance, when 
we choose to be on the wrong way. 

T. L. Cuyler.— 

As long as we work on God’s Ime, He will aid us. 
When we attempt to work on our own lines, He 
rebukes us with failure. 
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Jolm Wesley:— 

Thou hidden Love of God, whose height, 

Whose depth iinfathomed no man knows, 

I see from far Thy beauteous light, 

Only I sigh for Thy repose; 

My heart is pained, nor can it be, 

At rest, till it finds rest in Thee. 
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j !*4 ^ m ^ ii 

( lo ) [:{o ] 

O GudaJcesa^ I am the Self present in 
the heart of all beings; I am the beginning 
the middle and the end as well of all beings. 

Ch. X^20, 


God is the Euling Self, present in every 
being. He is One and yet present in the hearts 
of all individually. 

Plato:- 

“God, the Sovereign Beauty, the Supreme Good, 
the Euling Mmd which orders all things and penetrates 
all things. 

Thomas a Kenipis:— 

There is no creature so small and abject, that it 
representeth not the goodness of God. 
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Upaitislied — 

Of Him there is no cause nor yet efiect, 

He IS the Cause, Lord of the lord of causes, 
None IS there like Him, none superior to Him, 
His power is absolute, yet various. 
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r% m ^^l^sMf^a^rsfn n 

( lo ) [^l] 

Whatever is glorious, wonderful and 
firm^ that 'understand than to he a 7nani~ 
fpstation of a po7'tion of My [jlory. 

Oh, XAt 


The Loid is all Glory. It is His glory that 
we see around us. The Sun, the Moon, the 
beautiful Stars, the Flowers and what not, are 
but the variegated manifestations of His glox'y. 
Let us all be filled with ]oy, for how perfect is 
the workmanship that has made the Universe 
so beautiful. Unlimited is Plis glory and in- 
describable His beauty. 
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James H. West:— 

Where is Beauty ? Where is Grace ? 

Their strength what Power embodies ? 

Look within a human face, 

Where love and help are, God is. 

Seek this mystery to trace ! 

Heaven and earth its lives embrace. 

Souls, and suns, and stellar space. 

Robert Browning;— 

God is perfect poet; 

Who in His person acts His own creations. • 

Kabir:- 

If I make the seven oceans ink, if I make the trees 
my pen, if I make the earth my paper, the Glory of God 
cannot be written. 
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Sf g HT \ 

f^sjT* ^^ifn ^ ^ ?rtqtKq?:iin 

( gjOTiq ll ) [ *^ ] 

Blit thou wilt not he able to see Me 
with thine these physical eyes; the eye 
divine^ I give thee. Behold My supreme 
Yoga. Ch. XM 

The Lord is present everywhere, very 
close to ns. The eye to preceive Him is the eye 
divine, which only His grace can grant. And 
when that faculty is had. He appears to be 
manifest in everything. Beautiful is that Vision, 
that is to be had independently of the senses. 

Liicati:— 

Is there any other seat of the Divinity than the 
earth, sea, air, the heavens and virtuous minds ? Why 
do we seek God elsewhere ? He is whatever you see, 
He is wherever you move. 
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Metasfasio — 

If you wish to behold God, you may see Him in 
every object around; search in your breast, and you will 
find Him there. And if you do not yet perceive where 
He dwells, confute me, if you can and say where He is 
not. 

Lord Tennyson:— 

Is not the vision He ? tho’ He be not that which 
He seems ? 

Dreams are true while they last, and do we not live 
in dreams ? 

Earth, these solid stars; this weight of body and 
limb. 

Are they not sign and symbol of thy division from 
Him? 

Glory about thee, without thee; and thou fulfillest 
thy doom, 

Making Him broken gleams, and a stifled splendour 
and gloom. 


Speak to Him thou for He hears, and spirit with 
spirit meet. 

Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than hands 
and feet. 
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God IS Law, say tlie wise; O soal, and let ns rejoice, 

For if He thunder by the law the thunder is yefc His 
voice. 


Law is God, say some, no God at all, says the fool; 

For all we have power to see is a straight staff bent 
in a pool. 


And the ear of man cannot hear, and the eye of man 
cannot see, 

But if wo could SCO and hoar, this vision-wcre it 
not He ? 
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q-f^ ^n: HI ^?rT-^w^cr^?i witcuh: ti 

( H'iq'I’Or U ) [ ] 


If a lustre of a thousand Suns were to 
burst forth all at once in the sky, that 
might resemble the Glory of that Mighty 
One. Ch. XI.12. 

There is nothing that we see with our 
physical senses in this world, that could be 
compared to His glory, perceived when the 
vision of Him is seen within. He is aU Glory, 
all Lustre, and all Purity. 

F. W. Faber:— 

How beautiful, bow beautiful, 

Tbe sight of Thee must be. 

Thine endless wisdom, boundless power, 

And awful purity. 
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Moore:— 

Thou arfc, 0 God, the life and light 
Of all this wondrous world %ve see, 

Its glow by day, its smile by night, 

Are but reflections caught from Thee, 
Where’ r we turn Thy glories shine, 

And all things fair and bright are Thine. 


Chatining.— 

While earthly objects are exhausted by familiarity 
the thought of God becomes to the devout man continu- 
ally brighter, richer, vaster, derives fresh luster from all 
that he observes of nature and Providence, and attracts 
to itself all the glories of the universe. 
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cWT ^WmSfTfcUCTq; I 

SfTfH !T 

'njJiTm ^^5:qct ii 

( gT«jT?r i?. ) [ lU 

I7inume7'al)le are Thy ainns, breasts^ 
faces and eyes^ 0 Lord of the Universe, I 
see Thee all round, there is no begiiming, 
middle nor end of Thine ^ O Universal 
Form, Ch, XLJ6, 

The Lord cannot be confined. He is 
everywhere. If we try to picture God as man, 
what arms, breasts, faces and eyes can we say, 
are His. How many eyes should we say He has, 
for He sees ns through so many. His beautiful 
faces are in the Beauty around us. IIis arms 
and breasts are His great means and powers 
that we find around us. The Lord is all 
powerful and we cannot apprehend Him in any 
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particular Form. Hjs Vision is a sublime vision. 
It is the most wonderful and indescribable. 

Jeremy Taylor. — 

God is every\^liere present by His power. He rolls 
the orbs of heaven with His hand. He fixes the earth 
with His foot, He guides all creatures with His eye, and 
refreshes them with His influence, He makes the powers 
of hell to shake with His terrors, and binds the devils 
with His word. 

Newton;— 

We are not to consider the world as a body of God; 
He IS a uniform being, devoid of organs, members, or 
parts and they are His creatures, subordinate to Him 
and subservient to His wnll. 
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^5£n 

mJlffcT ^TSflT^I I 

!TT5IT?r firsiFct 5I>^T- 

¥?T^lfq W^3nf% H55:g:%qT: 11 

( g7«?iT?r U ) [ ] 

As moths ^l^irriedly fly and rush into 
the flaming fire for deaths so even enter 
these creatures into Thy mouths^ to destroy 
themselves, Ch, X/.-SP. 

All beings enter into the Mouth of God 
and die. Nay Ha is a great Mouth into which 
all of us rush when we die. The evil minded 
creatures because of their ingrained discontent 
feel pain at the time of death. Therefore they 
think as if they are being crushed in between 
the jaws of the Lord and are destroyed merci- 
lessly. The enlightened ones do not experience 
this state of mind. At the time of death they 
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feel the intense satisfaction of discarding the 
body as a worn out garment and their soul flies 
not into the mouth of an apparent destruction 
but really to an everlasting L e, all Peace and 
Happiness 

Charles KingTsley!— 

Because I believe in a God of absolute and un- 
bounded love, therefore, I believe in a loving anger of 
His which will and must devour and destroy all which 
is decayed, monstrous, abortive m His universe till all 
enemies shall be put under His feet, and God shall ba 
all in all. 
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sjsriq'^rclr 5ifqcira?ar i 
jJTsr !Tm ii 

( U ) [ ^^ ] 

Thou art Vatju^ Ymim^ Agni, Varuna, 
the Moon^ Prajapati^ grandfather of all. 
Hail. Hail to Thee^ a thousand time all 
Hail to Thee again and again. 

Ch, XI. .39. 

The Lord is the originator of everything. 
He is the most ancient, the father of all. Let 
us all praise Him again and again, for we forgot 
Him many a time. He is the Wind, the Fire 
the Moon, the Producer and the Destroyer. 

Kepler:— 

The wisdom of the Lord is infinite as are also His 
glory and His power. Ye heavens, sing His praises; 
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sun, moon, and planets glorify Him in your meffibie 
language ! Praise Him, celestial harmonics, and all ye 
who can comprehend them I And thou, my soul, praise 
thy Creator * It is by Him and in Him that all exist. 

Lord Tennyson:— 

The sun, the moon, the stars, the seas, the hills 
and the plains, 

Are not theoo, 0 soul, tho vision of Him who 
reigns ? 
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mmi i 

fig' ^ a[#5r ^ qcafq « 

( Ki ) [ ] 

5?/ undivided devotion^ O Arjtma, can 
I be seen and known in and attained^ 
O terror of bhy foes. Ch. XI -54. 

The way to approach God lies through 
perfect devotion, and profound faith. 

Lord Tennyson: — 

Strong Son of God, Immortal Love, 

Whom we, that have not seen Thy face, 

By faith, alone embrace, 

Believing where we cannot prove. 
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'i jq-^gs: gficr: i 

5g ni^ra il 

(gr’^^iT^rU) [^'>, ] 

He who dedicates all his actions to Me 
and looks to Me as his supreme Goal, a 
devotee to Me^ renouncing all attachments, 
cherishing no feelings of hatred for any 
being ^ he comes to Me, Ch. XI-55, 

Ah ! If we could resign ourselves com- 
pletely to the will of God, and feel that strength 
within, that is bound to carry everything before 
itself and see that Supreme Goal being 
approached every moment, when our selfless 
actions bind us not to feelings of hatred or 
love. 

Way land:-— 

True prayer is the ofiering up of disires, in entire 
subjection to the will of God. 
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Thomson’s Seasons Chambers’ Miscellany: — 

When my breast labours "with oppressive care, 

And o’er my cheek descends the falling tear, 

While all my warring passions are at strife, 

Oh, let me listen to the woids ot Life f 
Eaptures deep-foU His doctrines did impaifc, 

And thus He raised from earth the drooping heart. 

Behold 1 and look away your low despair, 

See the light tenants of the baiien air, 

To them nor stores nor granaries belong, 

Nought but the woodland and the pleasing song; 
Yet your kind heavenly Father bends His eje, 

On the least wing that flits along the sky. 

To Him they sing, when spring renews the plain; 
To Him they ciy, in winter’s pinching reign, 

Nor IS their music nor their plaint in vam; 

He hears the gay and the distressful call, 

And with unsparing bounty fills them all. 


Observe the rising lily’s snowy giace, 

Observe the various vegetable race 

They neither toil nor spin, but careless grow, 

Yet see how warm they blush, how bright they glow; 
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Whafc regal vesfements can with them compare, 
What king so shining, or what queen so fair ? 

If, ceaseless, thus the fouls of heaven He feeds; 
If o’er the fields such lucid robes He spread; 
Will He not caie for you, ye faithless, say V 
Ife He unwise ? or are ye less than they 
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( ^ ) [ IB ] 

He who hatetli not any being, who is 
friendly and compassionate to all^ who is 
free from attachment and egoism^ the same 
in pain and pleasure^ and for giving, 

CK XIL13. 

The problem of living well in the world is 
a difficult one. Virtues enumerated in the 
verse afford a solution of it. There are bound 
to come pains and pleasures which must be 
experienced in life and the best way to over- 
come them is to keep the equilibrium of mind 
in every condition and circumstance. Not to 
hate any being is making ones heart strong. 
Feelings of hatred weaken the mind. One who 
is compassionate and friendly gathers a moral 
strength within himself. Egoism in man is his 
downfall. 



THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 


173 


Van Dyke:— 

Four things a man must learn to do 
If he would make his calling true, 

To think without confusion, clearly, 

To love his fellow men sincere! v, 

To act from honest motives purely, 

To trust in God and Heaven securely. 

Mrs. Jamieson:— 

Blessed is the memory of those who have kept 
themselves unspotted from the world. Yet more blessed, 
more dear the memory of those who have kept themselves 
unspotted m the woild. 
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qcTTrUT i 

^ 3Ttr : ^ ^ 11 

^54 ) [ ^« ] 

Always content^ balanced in mind^ self 
restrained and possessed of firm beliefs 
whose thoxight and reason are commuted 
to Me^ that devotee is dear to Me. 

Ch. XILJ4. 

To trust in God with all the heart is a 
great virtue. It brings in its train all other 
qualities that make a man a true one. In 
hours of trial, when darkness prevails all round 
and man’s thoughts are confused, there is no 
other way left but to commit oneself to the 
Lord and say, ‘Let Thy will be done’. Such a 
belief will bring about a healthy state of mind, 
which is capable of bearing the misfortunes of 
life and at the same time regaining the lost 
ground. These virtues in the character of man 
make him an expert in the art of living w^eil. 
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Mrs. Marshal!:— 

Sorrows, joys, worries, troubles, all look so differ- 
ently when we see in them God’s will — not our will, nor 
anybody else’s fault, or our own mistakes — simply, this 
is God’s will for me; this is what He has given to me to 
do, this is what he has given me to bear. 

R. W. Emerson : — 

I honour the man whose ambition it is, not to win 
laurels in the state or the army, not to be a jurist or a 
naturalist, not to be a poet or a commander, but to be a 
master of living well, and to administer the offices of 
master and servant, of husband, father and friend. 
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f m ^ ^ ^ fm: ii 

K\ ) [ IH ] 


He through whom the world is not 
disturbed and who is 7iot afraid of the 
loorld^ who is free from joy^ anger and 
fear^ he is dear to Me, Ch, XII AS, 

One who is not afraid of the world is 
essentially a very honest and straightforward 
man. It is a privilege to be bold and upright. 
Pear is a disease of the mind, that demoralises 
man 

L onif fellow. — 

0, fear not m a world like this. 

And thon shalt know ere long. 

Know how sublime a thing it is 

To sufier and be strong. 
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Sarah Emiley;— 

Nothing so demoralizes the forces of the soul as 
fear. Only as we realize the presence of the Lord does 
fear give place to faith. 

Horace: — 

That man lives happy in command of himself, who 
from day to day can say I have lived. Whether clouds 
obscure or the sun iUumines the following day, that 
which is past is beyond recall. 
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i 

5a^kf^q[fc«nql?it w^^rK: ^ fii?r: \\ 

\R ) [U] 

He who desires for nothing, is pure, 
laborious, undisturbed, renouncing all 
undertakings^ that devotee of Mine is dear 
to Me, * CK XII-16, 

In this modern age contentment is not 
regarded a great virtue. In the rush of life of 
the present age, a great go’ is desired every- 
where. The result of this rush cannot be a happy 
one, when the world is taken as a whole. One 
nation with all its ambitions may prosper at 
one time and the other may suffer, because it is 
contented. But if the happiness of the whole 
humanity is to be taken into consideration, a 
stop to the ambitions of man will have to be 
put somewhere, lest they amount to the desire 
of exploiting others. 
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Percival — 

Happy the life, that in a peaceful stream 
Obscure, unnoticed through the vale has flow’d; 

The heart that ne’er was charmed by fortune’s 
gleam 

Is ever sweet contentment’s blest abode. 

Cave — 

He that troubles not himself with anxious thoughts 
for more than is necessary, lives little less than the life 
of angels, whilst by a mind content with little, he 
imitates their want of nothing. 
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jf iT |fs *i I 

g¥rT^5fi'7rr??rm'^ ?T%EtP?r: g' ^ fsi?i: n 
(grvqR IR ) [ l^s ] 

He who neither feels joy nor aversion, 
nor grief, nor desire^ and who has 
renounced both good and evil and who is 
full of devotion to Me^ he is dear to Me, 

CK XIL17, 

The Lord loves that man, who is what 
He wants him to be, — one who is Ml of 
devotion, indifferent towards joys and sorrows, 
unattached to the results of things* Let us try 
to win His love. Ah ! if we would be His 
beloveds, we could always feel His presence, and 
do nothing that might displease Him. 
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SiRWtR’ tT ^ I 

tT ci3t^ ^ II 

(5r^?r ) [ ^^ ] 

He is present undivided in all things^ 
and yet He is distributed as if divided; He 
should he hnown as the Sustainer of all 
beings; it is He that dissolves and creates. 

CK XIIL16, 


The unity of God is an established fact. 
The Gita amply proves it. The true conception 
of God is difficult to be had by common people* 
He is the only Energy present in all beings. 
Beings may be said as the convulsed states of 
that Energy. The Energy convulses round the 
primordial Matter and there then spring up the 
beings with their separate individualities. There 
are thus individual forms, and yet the essence of 
them all is one — that common Energy. 
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The Qoran.— 

Praise be unto God, the Creator of heaven and earth; 
Who maketh the angels his messengers, furnished with 
two and three, and four pairs of wings; God maketh what 
addition He pleaseth unto His creatures; for God is 
almighty. 

0 men remember the favour of God towards you; 
is there any creature besides God, who provideth food 
for you from heaven and earth ? There is no god but He; 
how therefore are ye turned aside from acknowledging 
His unity ? 

Milton.— 

What cause 

Moved the Creator in His body rest, 

Through all eternity so late to build 
In chaos, and the work begun how soon 
Absolved, 
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(5T«?iTJr U ) [Ul 

Understand thou that Prahriti and 
Purusha both have no beginning, and also 
know thou that all forms of qualities are 
born of Prakriti. Ch. XI11..19. 

Matter and spirit both are Eternal as they 
are of the Eternal. Matter undergoes modifica- 
tions with the spirit to evolve the vast creation. 
The modifications are of three types, Sattava, 
Eajas and Tamas. They are called (Gunas) 
qualities of Prakriti. The Illusion which the 
being created is enveloped in, exists because of 
these qualities; the spirit is free from them. 
They are the cause of all feelings, pains and 
pleasures. Overcoming these qualities is nothing 
but freeing one self from f Prakriti) Matter, the 
cause of Illusion. That is the realisation of 
the Self. 
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Pltitarcli:— 

Better be convinced and say and sing that the 
world was made by God; for the world is the most 
excellent of all created things and He the best of all 
causes. 

But the substance or matter of which He made it, 
was not created, but always lay ready for the Artificer, 
to he arranged and ordered by Him; for the creation was 
made not out of nothing, but out of what had been 
without form and unfit as a house or a garment or 
a statue. 
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^15} 5fw^f^«rcTn>2R:!i: i 

JT f55T’55*rTcnin s^cin# ?im qd ii 

(w^q-iq' ) [;l=;] 

-4s he sees the Lord everywhere equally 
abiding^ he does not injure the Self by the 
Self^ and therefore he attaineth the 
highest State. Ch. 

The highest state of the most spiritual- 
ised mind is to feel the Supreme Lord abiding 
equally everywhere. All life is His manifesta- 
tion. The Supreme Euler abides in every being. 
It is He who sees and is seen in the eye of 
another. There is no difference between me 
and my enemy. How can the Self injure another 
Self ? The Self lives when a being is killed. 

Butchery and murder is not the lesson to be 
derived from this highly inspiring verse. Killing 
of a being is a butchery, a murder in certain 
circumstances, and a Dharma, a Duty, a highly 
V irtuous act in others. 
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To see the Lord present all round us is a 
state of mind that the blessed alone can have. 

Klop stock. 

0 Thou above all Gods supreme’ who broughtest 
the world out of darkness, and gavest man a heart to 
feel ! By whatsoever name Thou art addressed... God 
Father, and Jehovah the God of Eomulus or of Abraham... 
not the God of one man but the Father and Judge of all. 

The Quran:-— 

To God belongeth the east and the west, therefore 
whithersoever ye turn yourselves to pray, there is the 
word of God; for God is omnipresent and omniscient. 
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cTci =5r afr ii 

[\\] 


When he seeth the whole variety of 
beings as implanted in 07 ie; and from that 
alone all spreading^ then he becomes the 
eternaL Ch. VIIL.SL 


There is one and one God alone. All beings 
are implanted in Him. They spring from Him 
and they revert to and dissolve in Him. Let us 
see Him everywhere and in everybody. 


Coleridgfe:-” 

God! sing, ye meadow streams, with gladsome voice! 
Ye pine-groves, with yonr soft and soul like sounds, 
And they too have a voice, you piles of snow, 

And in their perilous fall shall thunder, God, 
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Charlotte Ctishman: — 

There is a God* the sky His presence shares, 

His hand upheaves the billows in their mirth, 
Destroys the mighty, yet the humble spares, 

And with contentment crowns the thought of worth. 
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iTR ^ ^Rfwcgcf II 

(^T'^q-R ) [ U ] 

When the light of knowledge shoots forth 
through all the gateways of this body^ then 
it should be known that sattva quality is 

7'eigning supreme. Ch. XIY.^11. 

# 

All the senses are the gateways to perception. 
When the light of Knowledge dawns, then are 
these gateways illumined, and the Sattvic, the 
divine state of mind prevails. When such is the 
state, there is light in the eyes, sweetness in 
the tongue and harmony all round. 
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3tfJUi525rci3:;^f§g^cTts ll 

) [ Ro ] 

When the Self in the body transcends 
the three qualities [Gunas) from which 
these bodies are 'produced^ and is released 
from pains ofbirth^ deaths and old age, he 
enjoyeth immortality. Ch. XJ..55! 


The three qualities are born of Prakriti 
(Matter). It is these that make up the veil of 
Illusion that obscures the sight of the Lord. 
When a person overcomes these qualities, which 
are the cause of birth and death, he is a released 
soul. Then it is said that he has attained 
Immortality. It is the state of perfect Bliss. 

J. Montgomery:— 

0 where shall rest be found, 

Best for the weary soul ? 
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’T were vain the ocean depths to sound, 
Or pierce to either pole; 

The world can never give 
The hliss for which we sigh, 

’T is not the whole of life, to live, 

Nor all of death, to die. 

Beyond this vale of tears, 

There is a life above, 

Unmeasured by the flight of years; 

And all that life is love. 

Here would we end our quest; 

Alone are found in Thee 

The life of perfect love, — the rest 

Of immortality. 
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\Si ) [ ] 

Who feels pain and pleasure aUhe, and 
who abides in Self, to whom a clod of 
earth, a piece of stone, or gold, are one, to 
whom the loved and unloved are the same, 
full of courage, tahing 'praise and censure, 
nia... ' Ch.XIV..25 
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qfcc?TT3ft ^ ii 

Alike in honour and dishonour^ the 
same to friends and foes^ renouncing all 
actions^ he is said to have transcended the 
qualities, Ch, XIV. -25. 

It is these qualities that bind the Self, How 
to be above these qualities is described in these 
verses. Transcending these qualities means 
attaining Immortality. It is by renouncing 
actions %. e- detaching oneself from the fruits of 
actions that the Eealisation of the Self is achiev- 
ed. Such a person will be above honour and 
dishonour, alike to friends and foes, contented, 
unmindful of pains and pleasures* 

Jp B. Qoiigli: — 

It IS the quiet endurance, the quiet suffering, and 
the quiet struggling, for the benefit of others and for the 
country in which we live, that constitute the noblest 
heroism and true greatness. He who ranks himself on 
the side of right is a hero. 
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Theodore Parker:— 

The real samt is a man who aims to have a whole 
body, a whole mind, a whole conscience, a whole heart, a 
whole soul, and to live a whole, brave, manly life. 

Progress;— 

That man is great, and he alone, 

Who serves a greatness not his own, 

For neither praise nor pelf; 

Content to know and be unknown, 

Whole in himself. 
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ijcr: ^frrasT: i 
i5^T% II 

^ f 

An imperishable portion of Myself 
having become the eternal soul in the 
world of souls^ draweth the five senses 
round the mindy the sixth, fixed in 
prakriti, Ch XV.-?. 

The individual soul is a porijion of the Lord. 
It may be compared to a ray of light, which is a 
part of light and yet it is the light itself. So 
is the Lord present in every individual. It is 
the essential portion that is fixed m Prakriti, 
drawing the five senses and the mind, that lends 
individuality to the eternal Soul* 

Prof DetJssen.— 

It IS not the falling of the drop into the Infinite 
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Ocean, it is the whole ocean, becoming free from the 
fetters of ice, returning from its frozen state to what 
it is really, and has never ceased to be, to its own ail — 
pervading eternal, almighty nature. 
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f3%3rT HW^5| I) 

(¥T«2ri?i ] 

That splendour of the sun that illu. 
mines the whole worlds and which is 
present in the moon and the fire^ know 
thou all that splendour is Mine, 

Ch.XVM2, 

Yes, ifc is all the Glory of the Lord that we 
see. The sun, the moon and the stars, the very 
heat and the light in them, are His. It is He 
on account of whom, there is light in the moon, 
heat in the sun, fragrance in a flower and sweet- 
ness in a fruit* 

Addison.— 

The spacious firmament on high, 
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With all the blue ethereal sky, 

And spangled heavens a shining frame, 
Their great original proclaim, 

^ *i- iSj: 

Forever singing as they shine. 

The Hand that made us is Divine. 
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i 

?Iirsr ^eSflVSTR^cTCr II 

15 ) [ 1 ] 

Fearlessness, purity of mind, fixed in 
the Yoga of Knowledge, giving of charity, 
self control, sacrifices, study of the Vedas, 
austerities, and straightforwardness. 

Ch. XVI.-l. 
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(gr^^Hq- \^) [ :^ ] 

NonAvjury. truthfulness, absence of 
anger^ renunciation^ peacefulness, absence 
of calumniation^ compassion towards 
beings^ nonxomtousness^ gentleness^ 
modesty, absence of ficTdemindedness^ 

{CK'KVI..2. 
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^3?: ijfHT frifciiiRciT i 

I'^nmsnH^q ¥iH:fT ii 

{5fc?TTq ) [ ?! ] 

Commandm g sph'it^ forgiveness^, 
courage^ purity^ absence of envy and self 
conceit^ — these qualities belong to him who 
is horn with a divine nature^ 0 Bharata. 

Ch, X^T..3. 

Men are born with different natures which 
depend upon the sort of previous life led by 
them. The past life has its eff'ects on the 
making of the inner nature, with which we are 
born. One has a divine nature, and the other 
demoniac. It is all because of the karmas, done 
in the life gone by. No two men have their 
inner natures the same because they never led 
the same sort of life that has passed. This 
inner nature finds it difficult to undergo whole- 
sale transformation. An evil natured man is 
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difficult to be a good hearted man, unless he has 
in stock such acts performed in the past life that 
help him in giving a turning to his life from a 
sinful one to a virtuous one. 

The divine nature is beautifully depicted in 
these verses. It is these qualities of head and 
heart that one should look to and try to culti- 
vate. The change of inner nature takes place 
by and by. If one fails in this life, he succeeds 
in the life to come. Let us have these qualities 
of the divine nature. 

Ingfersol:-— 

Greatness is not the gift of majorities; it can not be 
thrust upon any man; men cannot give it to another; 
they can give place and power but not greatness. The 
place does not make the man, nor the sceptre the king. 
Greatness is from within. 

Farrukhseer:— 

Courage, the highest gift, that scorns to bend 

To mean devices for a sordid end. 
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Courage, an independent spark from heaven’s 
bright throne, 

By which the soul stands raised triumphant, high 
alone 

Great m itself, not praises of the crowd, 

Above all vice, it stoops not to be proud, 

Courage, the mighty attribute of powers above, 

By which those great in war are great in love, 

The spring of all brave acts is seated here, 

As falsehoods draw their sordid birth from fear. 

E. H. Chapin : 

Kever does the human Soul appear so strong as 
when it foregoes revenge, and dares to forgive an injury. 
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=gr i 

w^R ^Tfir^R?E^ ^qr^JiT^’dqt ii 

( \i) [ ^ ] 

Hypocrisy^ pride and self conceit^ 
anger ^ rashness^ and ignorance are his^ 
who is born with demoniac nature. 

Ch. X F/..4. 

Some people are evil by nature. They 
cannot but go wrong. Therefore proper allow- 
ance should be made for their shortcomings. 
The wise who understand these natures do not 
worry for them. It is on this ground that 
every man is not given all the rights and the 
privileges. An evil natured person will only 
abuse his privileges. One has got to guard 
against the propensities of an evil-natured 
person. Hypocrisy, pride, rashness anger are 
ingrained in evil natured people. The less 



THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 205 


these qualities are allowed to display the less 
demoniac, one’s nature becomes. 

Victor Hugo:— 

To live a life which is a perpetual falsehood is to 
sufier unknown tortures. 

Cecil. — 

Hypocrisy is folly. It is much easier, safer, and 
pleasanter to be the thing which a man aims to appear 
than to keep up the appearance of being what he is not. 

Shakespeare:— 

The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose. 

An evil soul, producing holy witness 
Is like a villain with a smiling cheek; 

A goodly apple rotten at the heart; 

0, what a goodly outside falsehood hath I 
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s!f f% =sr 3r5Ti Ji i 

!I SsW’ !7 ^54 II 

{ giv-?iT?r \i) [ \S ] 

Demoniacal persons do not hnow what 
to do and what not to do\ nor have they 
purity^ nor character^ nor even truth is 
found ill them. Ch. Xyj.-7. 


Evil natured persons are mentally blind, for 
they know not the right path. They adopt 
foul means to achieve their ends, sacrificing 
every good thing. Such people have no charac- 
ter. They have, no principle to follow in life. 
They can never be relied upon and are never 
true friends. 

Emerson. — 

Evil is merely privative, not absolute, it is like cold, 
which is the privation of heat. 
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Thomas Hood 

Evil IS wrought by want of thought 
As well as want of heart. 

Plato.— 

Evils... can never pass away, for there must always 
remain something which is antagonistic to good. Having 
no place among the gods in heaven, of necessity they 
hover around the earthly nature and his mortal sphere. 
Wherefore we ought to fly away from earth to heaven 
as quickly as we can; and to fly away is to become like 
God, as far as this is possible; and to become like Him 
IS to become holy and just and wise. 
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) h ] 

They my that the Universe is false ^ is 
without an order and without the Lord; 
it is born by union^ caused by nothing else 
but by lust alone. CK X VL^8. 

Such is the belief of some. They believe in 
matter and not in spirit. They are led away 
by what they experience outside. They do not 
try to dive deep to comprehend the vast world 
within. They go in for mechanical activity and 
not for that repose of mind that gives real 
peace and happiness. They live in wealth, 
parentage and rank and not in truth and 
heroism. 

Their false belief is in full accord with 
their nature, which again is the result of their 
previous life of sins and failures. 
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Saadi: — 

Any enemy to whom you show kindness becomes 
your friend excepting lust, the indulgence of which 
increases its enmity. 
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sTsicHTfrtssq^^: i 
siviw?e55(^nfj!r: spi^sfecn: ll 

(lT«5rT?T ? O f s ] 

Keeping such a view of life, they of 
wreched selves^ of little understanding^ of 
horrible deeds, are horn as enemies for 
world‘s s destruction, Ch, XVI ^9, 

Those who are born to shock the world by 
their horrible deeds are the worst persons. 
They are as blasts that blow to wither the 
blooming flowers. The right place for them is 
in 3 ails or on the gallows. They are slaves to 
passion and like head-strong beasts rush on 
unrestrained, throwing ultimately the rider 
headlong. 

Mnton:- 

Capricious, wanton, bold, and brutal Lust 
Is meanly selfish: when resisted, cruel; 
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And, like the blast of pestilential winds, 

Taints the sweet bloom of Natures fairest forms. 

Rowe: — 

Lust IS, of all the frailties of our nature, what most 
we ought to fear, the headstrong beast rushes along, 
impatient of the course; nor hears the rider’s call nor feels 
the rein. 

Fuller:— 

If the wicked flourish, and you suffer, be not dis- 
couraged; they are fatted for destruction, you are dieted 
for health. 
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( gj^rrar lO I I® ] 

Addicted to insatiable desires^ full of 
pride conceit and arrogance, they are 
given over to wrong ideas through igno^ 
rance^ and they undertake impious 
resolves, Ch, X VI. 40. 

The impious people resemble more a beast, 
and therefore they are bold and often enthusi- 
astic. They display enough energy and are 
very active. But unfortunately their resolves 
being impious, they rush onwards to impurity 
and destruction. 

Drydeti;— 

We can never be grieved for their miseries who are 
thoroughly wicked, and have thereby justly called their 
calamities on themselves. 
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fi, W. Shaw:- 

It is a statistical fact that wicked work harder to 
reach hell than the righteous do to enter heaven. 
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^ Ji«r?TT5^T5qTfsi?rr: i 
5Rr?itq'¥rt«Tq?:JiT fjif^crT: w 

[HI 

Full of unending cares, which end only 
in deaths having the enjoyment of the 
sensual pleasures as the highest goal^ 
believing in only so much; 

Ch.XVl-ll. 

Lust is never gratified. The more the 
sensual pleasures are enjoyed, the greater the 
desire for them becomes. There is no limit to 
the desires and they never end. It is true they 
end only in death. 

Mathew Henry 

Nature is content with little ; grace with less ; but 
lust with nothing. 

Young: 

I envy none the gilding of their woe. 
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^T«5KTHiq?:Tq-?nT: I 

q;m ii 

li ) [^R] 

Bound in the meshes of hundreds of 
desires^ slaves of lust and anger, they try 
hard to gather wealth hy unfair means for 
the satisfaction of sensual deswes, 

CIk XVL12, 

To gather riches is not the correct goal of 
life. They are means to attain it. Wealth is 
a blessing when it helps us onward to the 
Eealisation of Life. It is a veritable obstacle 
in the way to Truth, if it is wrongly used for 
the satisfaction of lust. It is a misery to be 
wealthy if one is not virtuous in life. Wealth 
should be acquired and carefully used, for a 
wealthy man is more responsible to the society 
than a poor one. And therefore wealth should 
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be accLuired by noble means, so that it may 
promote the leading of a good life. Ill acquired 
wealth is pregnant with misfortune that ulti- 
mately overtakes the possessor. 

Dr. Johnsons— 

Riches seldom make their owners rich. 

Robert Burton : — 

Worldly wealth is the devil’s bait. 

Seneca s— 

Golden roof breaks men’s rest. 

J* Q. Holland: — 

Wants keep pace with wealth always. 

Herbert - 

For wealth, without contentment, climbs a hill 
To feel those tempests which fly over ditches. 

Manu 

Of all pur. things, purity in the acquisition of the 
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riolies is the best. He who preserves purity in becoming 
rich is really pure, not he who is purified by water. 

Goldsmith 

What real good does an addition to a fortune, al- 
ready sufficient, procure ? Hot any. Could the great 
man by having his fortune increased, increase also his 
appetites ? 
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siHrKi: qjmyfr^l tcit??! ii 

(5r<?Tw il ) j 

Confused in various thoughts ^ caught 
in the net of delusion^ hankering after the 
gratification of lust^ they fall into an 
obnoxious hell Ch, X.Vl-16. 

Evil living leads one to heJl. Hell is a place 
of misery and pain. It is such a state of mind 
that drops him down into depths of infinite 
misery, darkness and drudgery. The wicked are 
loathsome to God and therefore fall in Hell, a 
miserable condition of the damned. 

Colton:— 

So long as lust (whether of the world or flesh) 
smells sweet in our nostrils, so long we are loathsome 
to God, 
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Plutarch * — 

Wickedness is a wonderfully diligent architect of 
misery, of shame, accompanied with terror, and commo- 
tion and remoise, and endless perturbation, 

Bailey 

Hell is the wrath of God... His hate of sin. 

Swedenborg 

Self-love and the love of the world constitute hell. 


Milton 

Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire un- 
quenchable, the house of woe and pain. 

Richard Fuller 

An immortality of pain and tears ; an infinity of 
wretchedness and despair ; the blackness of darkness 
across which conscience will forever shoot her clear and 
ghastly flashes... like lightening streaming over a desert 
when midnight and tempest are there ; weeping and 
wailing and gnashing of teeth : long, long eternity, and 



220 THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 

things that will make eternity seem longer... making 
each moment seem eternity... Oh, miserable condition of 
the damned ! 
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?rmn?iq^^%f ii 

^ ) li^] 

Conceited depending upon hrute force^ 
insolence^ lust and anger ^ these blasphemers 
hate Me in their own bodies and in the 
bodies of others, Ch, XV 1.18, 

It is a misfortune if one does not believe in 
God. Generally when one has enslaved himself 
to lust and other weaknesses, he cannot but 
abjure God, which he does for the sake of justi- 
fication of his own bad deeds more or less. Such 
a man has no morals and cares neither much 
for himself nor for others. He leads a beastly 
life devoid of higher human feelings. 

Richter : — 

No one is so much alone m the world as a denier of 


God. 
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Jeremy Collier . — 

Atheism is the result of ignorance and pride, of 
strong sense and feeble reasons, of good eating and ill 
living, 

Francis Bacon 

They that deny God destory man’s nobility, for 
certainly man is of kin to the beasts by his body ; and 
if he be not of kin to God by his spirit, he is a base and 
ignoble creature. 

Tillotson 

When men live as if there were no God, it becomes 
expedient for them that there should be none ; and then 
they endeavour to persuade themselves so. 
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!eTg[T3^qT Si:§[T VTsrra W?:?! I 

5st^T?rats?r pqt ^ ^e: ll 

) [ ^ ] 

Man\s Faith is according to his nature, 
O Bharta. Man is of Faith, he is what 
his Faith has made him. Ch. 1CV1L3. 

It is a beautiful idea. The faith of man is 
according to his nature. Faith therefore is per 
sonaL Faith of one man cannot exactly be the 
same as that of another, for no two men resem- 
ble exactly in their natures. Eightly it is said 
my religion is my own , let no one stand between 
me and my God. If we interpret this verse 
literally, we would say no one Faith can suit 
all men, for they differ in their natures. And 
this is correct, for never have the people been 
quite unanimous in their views, even wdien they 
have joined together under a common banner of 
single religion. There are bound to arise diffe- 
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rences and consequently the various sects and 
religions. Truth of course is one ; the way to 
interpret it is according to one’s own nature. 
Better if people are let alone so far as their 
religion is concerned. Proselytism is wrong. 
It is this institution of converting people from 
one religion to another that has stained with 
blood the fair name of religion, which has been 
abused and ill practised, resulting in so many 
evil and sinful lives. 

Thomas Wilson : — 

Our life must answer for our faith. 

Emerson : - 

Faith makes us, and not we it ; and faith makes its 
own forms. 
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fmKi g^T ^TgRT:53Tf?q^f^^!:ii 

\\b) [^] 

The (Sattamc) good natured people like 
foods that give longevity, vitality^ vigour^ 
healthy joy and desire to work^ and delici- 
ouSs made with oil or ghee well seasoned, 
agreeable and substantial, Ch. X Vll-i. 


Diet is a great factor not only for the making 
of body but also of mind. One should mind 
always taking good type of food^ Some people 
out of carelessness do not take good food and 
pride at the idea that they take anything that 
is offered them. This is a wrong notion. One 
should always enjoy rich dinner that may lend 
the man the desire to work, vitality, vigour, 
health and joy. One should enjoy his meals 
and feel that he is giving food to himself in 
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order to work more and live better. Some 
people are hopelessly indifferent towards their 
food ; they are not generous to themselves. 

I 

Brill at Savarini — 

Tell me what you eat, and I will tell you what you 
are. 

Socrates:-* 

Bad men live that they may eat and drink, whereas 
good men eat and drink that they may live. 

Samuel Johnson: — 

For I look upon it, that he who does not mind his 
belly will hardly mind anything else. 

Lord Lytton-— 

Oh, better no doubt is a dinner of herbs, 

When season’d by love, which no rancor disturbs. 
And sweeten’d by all that is sweetest in life 
Than turbot, bisque, ortolans, eaten in strife ^ 

But if, out of humor, and hungry, alone 
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I 

mmKi f ti 

)[i] 

The Rajasic people like foods that are 
bitter^ sour^ saltish, very hot, pungent^ dry, 
burning and which produce pain ^ 
disease, Ch, XV1R9, 

Man is 3 udged by the diet he takes. Hot, 
pungent, saltish, sour and burning food is taken 
by those who are not of divine nature. Such 
food causes disease, pain and grief and therefore 
it should be avoided. For a serious attempt at 
making oneself a better man, it is proper that 
one should first improve the quality of his food. 

PHiiy:- 

Their best and most wholesome feeding is upon one 
di^h and no more and the same plain and simple, for 
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surely this huddling of many meats one upon another of 
divers tastes is pestiferous. But sundrie sauces are more 
dangerous than that. 



THE LIGHTS OP BHAGAWAD GITA 229 


SET I 

?TS55r^l% w: ^ ierf?^5R: h 

(5TV?TT®r 1'5 ) [ u ] 

The Sacrifice that is done under scrip- 
tural rules, without desire for fruits in the 
spirit that it has got to be done as duty, is 
Sattavic. Ch. XVII-IL 

Sacrifice is a beneficial act. An act that is 
done for the good of others, only because it is 
one’s duty to perform that act, with no attach- 
ment to the fruits thereof, is a pure sacrifice. 

Lewis Morris.— 

For knowledge is the hill which few may hope to 
climb, while Duty is the path which all may tread. 

F. W. Farrar.— 

Great principles find their proper issue in the faith- 
ful performance of little duties. 
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Angfuetine:— 


In doing what we ought, we deserve no praises 
because it is our duty. praises, 
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^ sofT'ft^ crq ii 

\^) [ ta ] 

Worshipping gods, brahmans, teachers^ 
and learned men, purity, straightforward^ 
ness, chastity and harmlessness are called 
the penance Of the body. Ch. 

Penance is a self imposed punishment, under- 
gone for self purification. The institution of 
Non-Violence as preached by Mahatma Gandhi 
is based upon the principle of penance. It is 
meant for self purification and therefore is 
based upon purity, chastity and straightforward- 
ness. Mahatma Gandhi has applied this prin- 
ciple, to the domain of politics for the purification 
of the sins of a nation. This is a novel experi- 
ment and the time is not yet ripe to pass a 
judgment on it, as to whether it can succeed or 
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not. Purity and chastity are essentially to be in 
the back ground of the practice of penance 
by the body. 

Bartol:— 

In Goethe’s drama, Iphigenia defends her chastity, 
ascribing her firmness to the gods. “No god hath said 
this: thine own heart hath spoken,^’ answered Thoar, the 
king. “They only speak to us through our heart,” she 
replies, “Have not I the right to hear them too ?” he 
rejoins. “Thy storm of passion drowns the gentle whis- 
per,” adds the maiden, and closes all debate. 

Addison:— 

Nothing makes a woman more esteemed by the 
opposite sex than chastity, whether it be that we always 
prize those most who are hardest to come at, or that 
nothing besides chastity, with its collateral attendants, 
truth, fidelity, and constancy, gives the man a propertv 
in the person he loves, and consequently endears her to 
him above all things. 
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erq n 

(5T^ra ivs) [ ] 

Inoffensive tongue, which is truthful^ 
lovely and desiring of good and the study 
of the scriptures are called the penance of 
speech, 

Ch, XV II -15. 

The art of holding ones tongue is a great one, 
and using it truthfully and for the good of others 
is greater still. Gentle speech touches the 
heart and endears the speaker to every one. Let 
not ones tongue be allowed to go unbridled, for 
too much speaking wastes energy and weakens 
the mind. 

Confiicius — 

A superior is modest in his speech, but exceeds in 
his actions. 
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Demostlieiies. — 

As a vessel is known by the sound, whether it be 
cracked or not; so men are proved by their speeches, 
hether they be wise or foolish. 


BiMe:- 

Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned 
mth salt, and we may know how ye ought to answer 
©very man. 


Langford: — 

Speak gently! ’tis a little thing 

Drop’d in the heart’s deep well; 
The good, the joy, that it may bring 
Eternity shall tell. 


Shakespeare:— 

Your fair discourse hath been as sugar, 
Making the hard way sweet and delectable. 


Quarles:— 

0ive not thy tongue too great a liberty, lest it take 
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thee prisoner. A word unspoken, is like the sword in the 
scabbard, thine; if vented, thy sword is in another’s 
hand. If thou desirest it to be held wise, be so wise as 
to hold thy tongue. 
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w: srafi^: i 

^vs) [ ] 

Satisfaction of mind, gentleness^ ahsti^ 
nence of speech^ self-control^ purity of 
thought^ are called the penance of mind, 

Ch, XVIL 16 . 

Not allowing the mind to go its way is its 
penance. One should make the mind feel 
satisfied, gentle, pure of thought and self con- 
trolled. Abstinence of speech strengthens mind, 
sharpens intellect, and purifies thought. 

Syrus.— 

Conversation is the image of the mind; as the man, 
so is his speech. — 

Syrus: — 

I have often regretted having spoken, never having 
kept silent. 



THE LIHHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 237 


Socrates:— 

Sucli as thy words are, such will thy aSeotions be 
esteemed, and such will thy deeds as thy afiections, and 
such thy life as thy deeds. 

Bible.- 

The mouth of a wise man is m his heart; the heart 
of a fool is in his mouth. 

Tennyson — 

Self-reverence, Self-knowledge. Self-Control, 

These three alone lead life to Sovereign power. 
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cfit ^ l 

JTRR* 5CT3I% il 

( sr?m?!l ^VS ) [ I':: ] 

The penance done for gaining honour^ 
approbation^ respect^ and for ostentation, 
is unstable and fleeting; it is called Rajasic, 

Ch, XVILU, 

To make this principle of undergoing penance, 
common for all is treading a dangerous path. 
Penance is to be undertaken ^“on personal 
responsibility in response to ones own inner 
Voice. The moment when outside considera- 
tions come in and a sense that the people will 
watch my penance and will honour me, creeps 
in, the virtue of a high class penance vanishes. 
Such a penance is then called Eajasic. It can- 
not be carried to a finish and no good is gained 
by it, for such a penance is given up half way. 
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unstable, fleeting as it is. It cultivates instead 
hypocrisy, the worst of sins. 

Fuller: — 

Trust not him that seems a Saint. 

Bunyati: — 

Saint abroad and a devil at home. 
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i35J7i|[i!iTciisrr ?!<?: i 

q5C;Wt<^JIT55 ^ H^W^rg^cTRL II 

( ] 

That penance which is done with stupid 
and sinful determination^ inflicting pain 
upon ones own self or for the destruction 
of other ^ is called Tamasic, 

Ch. XV1L19. 

This is the worst penance amounting to a 
crime. It must be put down and discouraged. 
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^ Itt ^ ? Ji?m: II 

(gr’s^iR ) [ 5^0 J 

That charity tvhich is rightly given, 
with a mind thinking that it ought to be 
given^ to a fit man who is not expected to 
do anything in return at a proper place 
and time, is taken to be Sattvic. 

Ch.XVlL-^20. 

The act of charity is a great sacrifice. There 
is a hidden charm in it. The poor is God’s 
incarnation ; to be charitable to him is appro- 
aching God. The worship of God is best don© 
in silence, so should charity be done, for it is 
worshipping God in the right spirit. Let there- 
fore no noise be made about charity. It should 
be done purely out of a feeling heart and not 
with a hope that it will bring name or honour. 
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Sadi:— 

Distribute tbe titiies of ‘your wealth in alms, for 
when the husbandman lops off ‘the exuberant branches 
from the vine, it produces an increase of grapes. 

Manii — 

When asked, give something, though a very trifle 
Ungrudgingly and with a cheerful heart, 

According to thy substance; only see 
That he to whom thou givest worthy be. 

Mrs. Norton’ — 

They serve God well who serve His creatines. 
Bible:- 

But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand doeth. 

Boerhaave — 

My poor are my best patients. God pays for them 
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^ 'KSTgr^sp? m i 

( gi’^^rTJr I'S ) [ 5^^ ] 

lhat charity which is given for some* 
thing to receive in return^ or keeping in 
view some fruit thereof^ feeling some 
trouble^ is taken to be Eajasic, 

Ch. XV 11. ,21, 

It is becoming a fashion in the modern age 
to subscribe to funds in order to come in the 
iime light, and flourish thereby directly or in- 
directly. Such is no charity for it has in view 
something to receive in return. It becomes 
then a business proposition. Some good 
hearted rich people subscribe quite generously 
to public funds so that they may gain favour in 
certain quarters. They think they kill two 
birds with one stone, they serve their own 
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purpose on the one hand and do charitable act 
on the other. They do actually kill two birds 
and make a happy feast over them. But the 
birds are killed and disposed of leaving the 
philanthropist as poor as before morally and 
spiritually. 

Hutton:—* 

That chanty which longs to publish itself, ceases 
to be charity, 
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l\s ) [ ^^ ] 

That charity given at unfit place and 
time to unworthy persons^ without any 
grace and respect, is called Tamasic, 

Ch.XVlL22. 

Money spent on charity caused by pride and 
foolishness is a waste. It does no good any 
way. Charity given out of a feeling heart with 
no sense of receiving any reward, even to an 
undeserving person and place, is still a good one. 
Of course it is but proper that one should see 
that money given in charity is not misused and 
wasted. Eight charity blesses both ways, him 
who gives and him who takes. 
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W illiam Law, — 

He that rightly understands the reasonableness and 
excellence of charity will know that it can never be 
excusable to waste any of our money in pride and folly. 



THE LIGHTS OP BHAGAWAD GITA 247 


'KSie^Tq aif 3E9im II 

( 37V?n2r 1=:) [ ^ ] 

The wise understand from renunciation 
the renouncing of all acts born of desire\ 
the renouncing of the fruits of all actions 
is said to be the true renunciation by the 
thoughtful people. Ch. X VIII-2. 

Man is bound by his actions. He cannot 
be free ordinarily froro them. He is subject to 
birth and death, pain and pleasure because he 
is entangled in his actions. These actions one 
has got to perform. Absolute freedom from 
them cannot be obtained. The only way to be 
free from actions is to ignore the fruits of actions. 
Then is the freedom from pain and pleasure 
obtained. This is true relinquishment of 
actions. 
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Jolm Jay — 

God governs the world, and we have only to do 
duty wisely, and leave the issue to him. 


our 
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w m%^ qmiR n^ikmxi ii 
( i^) [ ^ ] 

Acts that are done as sacrifice^ charity 
and austerity are not to he relinquished^ 
they are meant to be performed, for 
sacrifice^ charity and auste^'ity are without 
doubt purifiers of the thoughtful^ 

CJk XVIIL^b. 

Acts that are done as duty without attach- 
ment to their results and are performed for the 
good of others, are never to be renounced. They 
are acts of sacrifice, charity and austerity, Ail 
these purify the person and take him or her 
nearer to God. 

Bible:— 

And now abideth faifch, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity. 
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Abraham Lincoln.— 

With malice towards none, with charity for all, 
with firmness in the right — as God gives us to see the 
right — lot us strive on to finish the work we are in. 

The Qoran:— 

Prayer carries us half way to God, fasting brings 
us to the door of His palace and alms giving procures us 
admission. 
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?? ?:i3r% tmq ?«rmqK5r ii 

( gr??!!?! ) [ *; ] 

*It is all pain\ so thinking^ he who 
t'elinquishes actions out of fear of bodily 
pain^ does not enjoy the fruit of renuncia- 
tion as Ids relinquishment is influenced 
by Rajas, Ch, XVIIL^S, 

He who gives up doing actions, because 
there is some bodily pain in doing it, plays the 
part of a coward. He gives up the performance 
of his duty and commits a sin. His is no 
renunciation, for he rather degrades himself. 
One should face all the trouble even grave 
dangers, rather than neglect his duty in the 
manner of a coward. 

Cotifticitts:— 

To see what is right and not to do it, is want oi 
courage. 
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Queen Elizabeth: — 

Cowards falter, but danger is often overcome by 
those who nobly dare. 

Aristotle; — 

To die, and thus avoid poverty or love, or anything 
painful, is not the part of a brave man, but rather of a 
coward, for it is cowardice to avoid trouble. 
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iri^ ^ imm ?iTf5sr€TO^: it 

( v^) [ ^ ] 

^Itis 7711/ duty to do^ so ihmJth^g he 
7aho perfo7'ms actio us ^ loithout aUach7ne7it 
and longing foi' the fi'iiit of his actiotis^ 
that relinquishment is Jznown as Sattvic. 

Ch. X VIII.M. 

One should love his duty and perform it with 
ail his heart, and without the slightest attach- 
ment to the results thereof. He is not then 
bound by his actions and enjoys the bliss of 
true relinquishment. 

George Eliot:— 

The reward of one duty is the power to fulfil 
another. 

Samael Smiles. — 

Life is of little value unless it be consecrated by 

duty. 
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Qeorge Macdonald. — 

The doing of things from duty is but a stage 
on the road to the kingdom of truth and love. 

Lavater.— 

He who can at all times sacrifice pleasure to duty 
approaches sublimity. 

St. Augustine.— 

In ‘doing what we ought we deserve no praise, 
because it is our duty. 


Confucius:— 

If doing what ought to be done be made the first 
business, and success a secondary consideration — is not 
this the way to exalt virtue ? 
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ST ’SciT cST^i i 

sii5S ^3&'K5J5?rnft il 

( gi%?iTsi I's ) ] 

As the embodied one is incapable of 
complete relinq^iiishment of actions, so he 
who gives up the fruit of actions is said to 
be a true relinquisher. Ch. X VIII.- 11. 

Let us perform actions and discharge our 
duties, ]ust as the birds fly because they must, 
and the rivers flow, because they cannot do 
otherwise- It is the nature of birds to fly and 
that of water to flow ; and so should our nature 
be to perform the action, because we must. A 
bird is never sorry for his flight, nor is the water 
that it has flown ; so should one be glad of bis 
actions, because he does his duty. 

Ramayana — 

As birds are made to fly and rivers to run, so the 
soul to follow duty. 
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( K^) [ ^'S ] 

Thai what is like 'poison at first and is 
like nectar in the end^ and is born of the 
knowledge of the Self that pleasure is 
Sattvic ’ Ch.XVIlL37. 

A pleasure that is bibter when it comes 
and is like nectar when it departs and in the 
meantime does not make ns foiget our i^eal seif, 
is the right sort of pleasure. When the self is 
forgotten m the enjoyment of pleasure, there 
are bound to be mistakes that will make us 
repent the very pleasures. Therefore in these 
days of pleasures, one is to be very cautious in 
the selection of his enjoyments. Seeking 
pleasure is not bad. What is wrong is, that one 
should not be engrossed in pleasures at the cost 
of his duty and the Self. 
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Lord Lytton:— 

There is a pleasure which is boru of pain, 
tiafiz: — 

There is no pleasure without a tincture of 
bitterness. 

Aristotle: — 

Consider pleasures as they depart, not as they 
come. 
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( 1*5 ) [ ^'^ ] 

That 'pleasure^ which is like nectar 
before the contact of the senses with their 
objects^ but is poison in, the end^ is said to 
be jRajasic, Ch. X VI1L38. 


The pleasures which resulfc in bitterness are 
bad. The youth gets pleased at the sight of a 
dance given by a beantifnl maiden, least feeling 
that it is nectar that is changing into poison, 
for the inexperienced youth is exposing himself 
to different weaknesses. Such a pleasure is 
Eajasic and is pregnant with great harm. The 
contact of the senses with their sense objects 
produces pleasure, but that makes us in the 
long run slaves to the senses. That is the 
wrong way of living. Let such pleasures be 
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enjoyed that make us better men as we enjoy 
them. 

Jeremy Taylor: 

Mistake not. Those pleasures are not pleasures 
that trouble the quiet and tranquility of thy life, 

Colton: — 

Pain may be said to follow pleasure as its shadow. 

Mme, de Maintenon:— 

All pleasures are commendable that do not culmi- 
nate in regret. 

Zlmmermann:— 

Put this restriction on your pleasures; be cautious 
that they injure no being which has life. 
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si^f%%rRT ^sr ?rcrn i 

?rw?rs^ fefe %5[fH fiT5T^: it 

( ) [ «^ ] 

By worshipping Him^ from whom all is 
evolved and by whom all is pervaded and 
by doing his own duty, a man reacheth 
perfection, Ch. X V 111.46, 

The burden of the whole Song of the Lord 
is to perform one*s own duty; for in the perform- 
ance of actions dissociated from their fruits, lies 
the worship of the Lord. Let us resign 
ourselves to Him and do our duty allotted to 
us. That is the key to the Eealisation of 
Perfection. 

Mavergfal: — 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days, 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
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Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love. 

Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 


Take my voice, and let me sing 
Always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips, and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee, 


Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure-store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever only, all for Thee. 
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( ) L ] 

Ones own duty though defective is 
better than that of another^ well performed, 
A person doing his duty^ prescribed 
according to his nature^ does not incur 
sin. Ch. XVIlLi7, 

The work of everyone should be respected* 
The greatness does not lie in this work or that. 
It lies in the heart of the worker. Sweeping 
of streets is not a low work, if it is done 
with as nauch love and sincerety as that of a 
Municipal Secretary; for no work is inferior to 
another. Both the sweeper and the secretary 
will enjoy the peace of mind and will be held 
equally good in the eye of God, if they discharge 
their duties well, without attachment to their 
fruits. 
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Epictetus:— 

Be not diverted from your duty by any idle reflec- 
tions the silly world may make upon you, for their 
censures are not in your power, and consequently should 
not be any part of your concern. 

Carlyle: — 

Let Mm who gropes painfully in darkness or un- 
certain light, and prays vehemently that the dawn may 
ripen into day, lay this precept well to heart; “Do the 
duty which lies nearest to thee,” which thou knowest to 
he a duty. Thy second duty will already become 
clearer. 

Carlyle 

The latest gospel in this world is, know ‘thy work 
and do it. 
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^TfsTr^gifsi niw II 
(sr^Tsr ^'^ ) [ ] 

O Arjuna, the Lord is present in, the 
hearts of all beings. He revolves them 
round, by his Maya, as though they are all 
mounted on a potter’s wheel. 

Ch. XV 111.61. 


The Lord is in the hearts of all beings. 
He is not far away seated on a throne like a 
great Satrap. He is within us, around us and 
in all that we perceive. By His Maya we are 
turned about as if mounted on a potter’s wheel, 
seeing Him not where He is. Illusioned as we 
are, we are rushin gheadlong helplessly birth 
after birth, pursuing this desire or that, 
blind for ever to the knowledge of the Eternal. 



THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAB GITA 


266 


T. T. Lynch:— 

Where is thv God, my soul ? 

Is He within thy heart? 

Or ruler of a distant realm 

In which thou hast no part? 

Where is thy God, my soul ? 

Only in Stars and Sun ? 

Or have the holy words of truth 
His light in every one ? 

Where is thy God, my soul ? 

Confined to Scripture’s page ? 

Or does his spirit check and guide 
The spirit of each age ? 

0 ruler of the sky ? 

Rule Thou within my heart: 

0 great Adorner of the world! 

The light of life impart. 

Giver of holy words; 

Bestow the holy power, 

And aid me, whether work or thought 
Engage the varying hour. 



266 THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 


In Thee have I my help, 

As all my fathers had: 

I’ll trust Thee when I’m sorrowful* 
And serve Thee when I’m glad. 
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cRSTOT^cTd ^Tff?r ^«iisr* qT5^?ife \\ 

( 9T^q: 1 

O Bharata^ go unto Him for shelter 
with all your heart, by His Grace thou 
shall have supreme peace and the everlast- 
ing place, Ch.XVlIIM, 

If the Lord is my Saviour, let me cling to 
Him and beseech His Shelter* Let me be true 
to Him and seek His Grace, for I will be taken 
to that Great Sunshine, where shall neither 
be the darkness of ignorance nor the want of 
knowledge of right conduct. Lead me aright 
0 God and get me Thy Everlasting Place. 

J. D. Burns:— 

As helpless as a child who clings 
Fast to his father’s arm, 

And casts his weakness on the strength 
That keeps him safe from harm ; 
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So I, my Father, cling to Thee, 
And thus I every hour 
Would link my earthly feebleness 
To Thine Almighty power. 
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Renouncing all Acts {Dharmas)^ come 
to Me as thy only refuge; I shall liberate 
thee from all sins; do thou not be grieved, 

Ch. xviii,m. 

The climax of the Lord’s teachings is reach- 
ed. The Lord invites each one of us directly 
to seek Him as our only Shelter. Once when 
we are under His protection and feel Him as 
our sole refuge, we are free from the bonds of 
actions, which become as offerings to the Lord. 
Being unattached to the actions, we are liberat- 
ed from sins. Then there will be no scope for 
grief on account of any action. 

Accept this life, 0 Lord, that we may rise 
higher and feel Thy great protection in our 
distress and helplessness and be free from sins 
and sorro^vs. 



270 THE LIGHTS OF BHAGAWAD GITA 


Cowper: — 

Happy tlie man who <^ees a God employed 
In all the good and ill that checker life’ 

Shakespeare:—* 

0 God, Thy arm was here; 

And not to us, but to Thy arm alone, 
Ascribe we all’ 
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m qrai ^3^: 1 
?rsr 11 

(sT*i?n?r ] 

Whe7'eve7' is Sri Krishna^ the Lord of 
Yoga, wherever is Aijuna^ the expert at 
the bow^ there are prosperity^ victory and 
unchanging justice ^ this is My Faith, 

Ch, XV11L78, 

Wherever there is a man of action ready to 
do his duty like Arjuna with Lord Krishna, 
the Truth as his Guide, Preceptor and 
Counsellor, there shall always be victory and 
prosperity. Let us feel, the Truth is our 
charioteer, always with us in the battlefield of 
life, protecting us when we miss our aim, 
instructing us best in our fight, driving the 
chariot of our life, safe through the battle 
towards victory and success of this Life. Let 
us bow to Him and crave for His Grace* Peace. 



